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11.11 Creation of a new park on the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford     
 
Trim Record Number: D16/626 
Responsible Officer: Director Planning and Place Making  
   
 
 
1. That Council: 

(a) notes the officer report regarding the outcomes of community consultation in relation to 
the trial pocket park on Mollison Street at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford, and 
the opportunity for the creation of a permanent new open space; 

(b) notes the options outlined in the officer report; 

(c) authorises officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on 
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford; 

(d) authorises officers to consult with the local community on a concept plan for a 
permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford;  

(e) requests a written update from officers on the outcome of the local consultation; 

(f) notes that funding is available in the 2015/2016 capital works budget for the 
preparation of a concept plan for a permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the 
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford (including community consultation on the concept 
plan); and 

(g) refer the matter of a capital budget for construction of a permanent park to the 16/17 
budget process for consideration. 

 

Public Submissions: 

The following people addressed Council on this matter: 

Ms Lisa Wong; and 

Ms Virgina Dods, President of Collingwood and Abbotsford Residents Association. 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Moved: Councillor Stone Seconded: Councillor Barbour 

1. That Council: 

(a) notes the officer report regarding the outcomes of community consultation in relation to 
the trial pocket park on Mollison Street at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford, and 
the opportunity for the creation of a permanent new open space; 

(b) notes the options outlined in the officer report; 

(c) authorises officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on 
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford; 

(d) authorises officers to consult with the local community on a concept plan for a 
permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford;  

(e) requests a written update from officers on the outcome of the local consultation; 

(f) notes that funding is available in the 2015/2016 capital works budget for the 
preparation of a concept plan for a permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the 
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford (including community consultation on the concept 
plan); and 
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(g) refer the matter of a capital budget for construction of a permanent park to the 16/17 
budget process for consideration. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Councillor Gaylard left the meeting at 8.52pm 

Councillor Gaylard returned to the meeting at 8.54pm 

 

Councillor Jolly left the meeting at 8.52pm 

Councillor Jolly returned to the meeting at 8.56pm 
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11.11 Creation of a new park on the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford 
 

Executive Summary 

Purpose 

To update Councillors on the recent trial pocket park and community consultation undertaken on 
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford. 

To seek Council’s endorsement for the creation of a new pocket park on Mollison Street, at the 
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford. 

To seek Council approval to proceed with concept design for a new pocket park and community 
consultation on the draft design. 

Key Issues 

The Yarra Open Space Strategy 2006 (YOSS) identified that a lack of Local open space in south 
Abbotsford (sub-precinct 3067B); together with an increase in the residential population in this 
area, will place additional demands on existing open space. 

The YOSS recommended the creation of a new Small Local open space on Mollison Street, at the 
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford. 

Consultation on a proposed new park in this location commenced in 2015. The first stage of 
consultation was undertaken in March, and feedback received indicated that overall the community 
was interested in additional green open space at this location, but that some people had concerns.  
It was decided that a short-term trial (second stage of consultation) could help determine if a park 
at this site would benefit the neighbourhood and enjoy community support. 

The trial park was implemented at the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford in 
November 2015. 

Extensive monitoring and evaluation of the space was undertaken during the trial period.  This 
included gathering information about the community interest in the space through: 

(a) on-line engagement; 

(b) written submissions; 

(c) feedback boards; 

(d) a community day; and 

(e) direct resident meetings. 

It also included measuring and monitoring the impact of the site through analysis of time lapse 
photography and completion of a traffic and parking impact study. 

Following the implementation of the trial park, the feedback received from residents was 
overwhelmingly positive, with most people supporting the idea of a permanent park in this location. 

The time lapse photography and traffic and parking study also indicates the space was well used 
and had minimal impact on traffic and parking. 

While the feedback was generally positive, two households living in apartments overlooking the 
proposed park site expressed concerns about potential noise and loss of privacy.  Another 
household in this apartment block indicated that they would only support the project if the issue of 
noise was addressed. 

It is expected that these concerns can be addressed as part of a concept design for a permanent 
open space. 

 

Financial Implications 
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There is $90,000 allocated in the 2015/16 Capital works budget for the preparation of a concept 
design, detailed design and for community consultation on a design for the proposed new pocket 
park.  

It is proposed that construction of the new park be funded through developer contributions as part 
of the 2016/17 capital works program (subject to budgetary processes). 

Construction of the new pocket park is expected to cost approximately $900,000. 

PROPOSAL 

In light of the success of the trial pocket park, and the significant support from the local community 
to create a permanent new open space at this location, it is recommend that Council authorise 
Officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner 
of Charles Street, Abbotsford. 
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11.11 Creation of a new park on the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford     
 
Trim Record Number: D16/626 
Responsible Officer: Director Planning and Place Making  
  
 

Purpose 
1. To update Councillors on the recent trial pocket park and community consultation undertaken 

on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford. 

2. To seek Council’s endorsement for the creation of a new pocket park on Mollison Street, at 
the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford. 

3. To seek Council approval to proceed with concept design for a new pocket park and 
community consultation on the draft design. 

Background 
4. The Yarra Open Space Strategy 2006 (YOSS) identified that a lack of local open space in 

South Abbotsford (sub-precinct 3067B); together with an increase in the residential 
population in this area, will place additional demands on existing open space. 

5. The YOSS recommended the creation of a new small local open space by closing a section 
of Mollison Street at the corner of Charles Street in Abbotsford. 

6. A number of alternative locations were investigated as part of this process, however were 
discounted due to the following factors: 

(a) the parcel created by the closure was too small; 

(b) poor solar amenity; 

(c) vehicular access requirements for adjacent properties; and 

(d) amenity issues due to proximity on busy roads. 

7. The site on the corner of Charles and Mollison was preferred for the following reasons: 

(a) the pocket park would be of an appropriate size (in excess of 500 square metres); 

(b) there would be a lower net loss of car spaces than other options investigated; 

(c) there would be minimal impact on traffic volumes and flows; 

(d) it had good visual permeability; 

(e) it had excellent pedestrian accessibility; and 

(f) it had excellent solar amenity. 

8. At the Council meeting held on 3 February 2015, it was resolved that Council: 
(a) notes the initial work to date on the proposal for a partial road closure at the 

intersection of Charles and Mollison Street, Abbotsford, for the purpose of 
creating a new local park; and 

(b) authorises officers to proceed with commencing preliminary community 
consultation on the project. 

9. Officers commenced consultation on the proposal to create a public open space in this 
location in March 2015.  The consultants, CoDesign Studios, were engaged to assist with the 
community engagement aspect of this project. 

10. A community drop-in information session was held on site on Saturday 21 March. 

11. The feedback from the information session indicated that overall the community was 
interested in additional green open space but that some people had concerns.  Some people 
were strongly opposed to the idea of a new pocket park. 
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12. It was considered that there was enough support to proceed with a trial park to help 
determine if a permanent park in this location would receive community support.  A trial 
would also provide an opportunity to properly monitor and measure the potential of a park in 
this space before fully committing to the idea. 

13. The installation of the trial park was initially delayed when a petition containing 39 signatures 
was received from residents of Abbotsford requesting that Council abandon the proposed 
pocket park trial. 

14. The trial park was in place from Friday 13th to Tuesday 25th November 2015. 

External Consultation 

15. Consultation on the proposal to create a new pocket park through a partial road closure on 
the corner of Charles and Mollison streets, Abbotsford was conducted in two stages: 

(a) Stage 1 – Initial consultation on the proposed park idea (10 March – 10 April 2015); 
and 

(b) Stage 2 - Installation of trial pocket park and extended consultation (26 October - 27 
November 2015). 

16. As part of the Stage 1 consultation, a flyer was distributed on 10 March 2015 to 1,000 local 
residents (Attachment 1).  It included information on: 

(a) the opportunity for the creation of a new pocket park through a partial road closure; 

(b) a summary of the rationale behind the proposal; 

(c) examples of similar projects that have been successfully completed in Yarra; 

(d) an open question survey to find out how people might like to use a space in their local 
area; and 

(e) an invitation to a drop-in information session at the site of the proposed pocket park. 

17. The drop-in information session was held on Saturday 21 March 2015, and attended by 
approximately 80 residents.  At this workshop, residents had the opportunity to talk to 
Council officers and CoDesign staff about the project where feedback from session 
attendees was documented. 

18. Residents had the opportunity for further engagement with the process via: 

(a) an online forum for people to share their ideas or concerns; and 

(b) written submissions to Open Space Planning and Design. 

19. Results of the Stage 1 consultation found that, overall, the community was interested in 
additional green open space but that some people had concerns.  A small number of people 
were strongly opposed to the idea and were particularly concerned about potential loss of 
parking and a fear of the space being used for anti-social behaviour (Attachment 2). 

20. Residents were notified of the outcomes of the first stage of consultation and the proposal to 
proceed with a trial park in this location.  A flyer was distributed on 1 June 2015 to 1,000 
residents surrounding the site providing information regarding the trial (Attachment 3) and 
information was also posted on Council’s webpage. 

21. The trial park was in place from Friday 13th to Tuesday 25th November 2015 and the 
consultation extended from Monday 26 October to Wednesday Friday 27 November 2015.  
Residents had the opportunity to provide feedback via: 

(a) an online forum for people to share their ideas or concerns;  

(b) written submissions to Open Space Planning and Design; and 

(c) feedback boards in the park during the trial period for people to use the ideas/voting 
stickers that were distributed with each flyer. 

22. A community day was held at the trial pocket park on Sunday 15 November 2015, where 
residents were invited to come along and experience the park. The event was attended by 
approximately 70 people, with the Richmond Lions Club providing a BBQ for the event. 
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23. Direct meetings with six of the households immediately overlooking the proposed new park 
were also undertaken to gather feedback, and discuss potential design considerations for a 
permanent park. 

Outcomes of Trial Park Consultation 

24. The outcomes of the community engagement via the trial pocket park are included in the 
monitoring and evaluation report (Attachment 4).  A summary is also provided below. 

On-line engagement 

25. The online engagement webpage was opened from 11 to 27 November 2015 to allow 
feedback either side of the 10 day park trial. 

26. Two discussion forums were set up, for park users and local residents to provide feedback 
on the trial park. 

27. During this time there were 614 unique webpage views, 1657 page views, 45 contributors, 
and over 127 comments. 

28. The first topic ‘What do you like about the trial park?’ had 86 comments from 49 respondents.  
Of these, 40 respondents were in support of the project, 8 were opposed the project, and 1 
was undecided. 

29. The second topic ‘If the trial park was to become permanent, what features would you like to 
see installed?’ had 41 comments from 18 respondents.  Popular suggested features included 
trees, grass, lawn, greenery garden beds and seating. 

30. Overall the on-line forum provided a positive and constructive discussion about the benefits 
and issues associated with a park in this location.  A summary of the on-line forum results is 
provided in (Attachment 5). 

31. A review of the feedback revealed only limited comment in relation to traffic and parking.  
Most traffic and parking related issues can be overcome through the recommendations of the 
traffic report prepared by Traffix (Attachment 6). 

Written submissions 

32. 20 written submissions were received during the consultation period.  Of these, 16 supported 
the park, two opposed it and two were undecided (Attachment 7). 

Feedback Boards 

33. An ideas sticker wall was provided to help stimulate discussion amongst the local community 
about their ideas for a permanent pocket park.  A word cloud providing a graphic 
representation of the key themes is provided in the Monitoring and Evaluation Report 
(Attachment 4). 

34. A ‘dotmocracy wall’ was established with a range of possible park ideas (such as lawn, play 
equipment, garden bed, artwork etc.).  People were invited to use the stickers provided as 
part of the letter-box-drop to indicate their preference for the uses within a permanent pocket 
park.  

35. A total of 102 votes were recorded for the following five core themes: “Greenery” (44 votes), 
“Somewhere for kids to play” (16 votes), “Artworks” (16 votes), “Places to relax” (15 votes), 
“Activities” (11 votes). 

Community Day 

36. An on-site community day was held on Sunday 15 November from 10am - 2pm.  The 
purpose of this event was to invite people down to enjoy the park and stimulate discussion 
on the space.  People were also encouraged to provide feedback on the park via the 
feedback boards.  The Richmond Lions Club provided a sausage sizzle for this event.  The 
day was attended by approximately 70 people over the 4 hour period. 
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Direct Resident Meetings 

37. Following the initial consultation period in March, it emerged that some residents of the 
townhouses on the south side of Mollison Street overlooking the proposed park had 
concerns about the project.  Given their proximity to the space, an invitation was extended to 
these households to learn more about their concerns and discuss ways they might be 
addressed.  Six of the seven households accepted the invitation to meet. 

38. In summary, two of the households are still strongly opposed to the project, three support the 
project (but only on the condition that certain design issues be addressed), and one is fully 
supportive of the project. A summary of each of these meetings is provided in Attachment 4 
(Appendix 1.1). 

Concerns raised by residents and the way in which these may potentially be addressed 

39. The key concerns raised by residents and the way in which these may be addressed through 
the design interventions are summarised below. 

Community Concerns Design Response 
Noise generated by park A passive space would be created for residents to relax and 

unwind amongst lawn, plants and trees.  Active recreation would 
not be encouraged which would go some way to reducing the 
issue of noise.  In addition, as part of the design process, advice 
from an acoustic specialist could be sought to determine what 
measures can be taken as part of the park design process to 
mitigate noise.  Solutions may include strategic tree and garden 
bed planting, use of soft surface materials and placement of 
furniture.  Community consultations on the draft design would 
include the Body Corporate of the Mollison Street apartment 
buildings. 

Visual access into 
apartments from park 

Strategic tree planting with appropriate tree species could limit 
views from the park into the apartments.  Deciduous trees would 
allow summer shading and winter sunlight (Attachment 8). 

Seating and furniture could also be orientated away from 
windows of adjoining properties. 

Consider retrofitting balconies directly overlooking the site with 
further privacy elements (in consultation with body corporate). 

Late night park users and 
anti-social behaviour 

 

While many residents were concerned about anti-social 
behaviour before the trial, it did not emerge as an issue during 
the trial.  However and design for a permanent park should 
incorporate crime-prevention design principles to maximise 
safety and reduce the appeal of the area for night time use.  
Also, the maintenance and management of the space should be 
given due consideration from the outset. 

Concern around the level 
of maintenance that the 
park would receive 

The upkeep of small open spaces generally requires regular 
maintenance visits programmed at different frequencies 
depending on the infrastructure type. 

Park Design Many residents had specific comments about the design of any 
permanent pocket park.  Ensure local residents are included in 
the design process for a permanent space.  Produce a design 
brief for the park that directly addresses key concerns and 
needs of all residents. 

Request for play items or 
equipment for children 

The park space is small, and would need to be a flexible space 
for all community members. The inclusion of formal play 
equipment is not considered appropriate as it would take up a 
significant amount of park space and restrict the potential use of 
the park.  The design could incorporate multi-purpose elements 
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such as custom design furniture that integrates opportunities for 
play. 

Potential for damage to 
Mollison Street apartment 
building from tree roots 

Appropriate tree species for specific locations within the pocket 
park would be selected in consultation with Council’s Arborist, 
and root barriers could be provided as necessary. 

Traffic  While many residents were initially concerned about the impact 
of the trial on traffic, this did not emerge as an issue during the 
trial period.  There was one request to make the one-way traffic 
in Park Street two-way between Langridge and Mollison Streets.  
This would mean residents of the apartment block on Mollison 
Street could avoid having to drive to Gipps Street to access their 
basement car park from Park Street.  This option could be 
investigated further as part of the concept design process. 

The park should be 
relocated to another part 
of Abbotsford 

A number of alternative locations were investigated for 
conversion into parkland in Abbotsford but were discounted due 
to a number of factors including: 
- parcel size was too small; 
- poor solar amenity; 
- vehicular access requirements for adjacent properties; and 
- amenity issues due to proximity to busy roads. 

The park is unnecessary 
in this part of Abbotsford 

This view is contrary to the open space analysis as contained in 
Council’s Open Space Strategy, and not supported by the 
majority of respondents. 

 
40. Despite the above concerns, the consultation showed that a park at Mollison Street, on the 

corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford, would predominantly be supported by residents as a 
permanent feature.  With that said, it is critical that the design be closely conceived working 
with, and for the local community.  Those residents that are directly affected by the proximity 
of the space must be heard and closely engaged as part of the design brief and process. 

Internal Consultation 

41. Internal consultation on the proposal to create a new park at the corner of Charles and 
Mollison streets, Abbotsford was undertaken with the following Council Branches: 

(a) Community Planning and Advocacy; 

(b) Statutory Planning; 

(c) Strategic Transport; and 

(d) Traffic and Transport. 

Financial Implications 
42. There is $90,000 allocated in the 2015/16 Capital works budget for the preparation of a 

concept design, detailed design and for community consultation on a design for the proposed 
new pocket park.  

43. It is proposed that construction of the new park be funded through open space reserve 
contributions as part of the 2016/17 capital works program (subject to budgetary processes). 

44. Construction of the new pocket park is expected to cost approximately $900,000 in addition 
to ongoing maintenance costs of $9,000 per year for new infrastructure associated with this 
proposal.   

Economic Implications 
45. There are no economic implications associated with this project. 
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Sustainability Implications 
46. The Park improves the environmental sustainability of this site by decreasing the area of 

impermeable road surface and introducing permeable, green areas which also contribute to 
the reduction of urban heat island effect. 

47. Other sustainability initiatives (which will be resolved during the design process) may include 
the use of sustainable/recycled materials and the incorporation of WSUD initiatives to treat 
stormwater. 

Social Implications 
48. The new pocket park will enhance the social and community value of this neighbourhood by 

improving access to open space in Abbotsford and providing local space for people to gather 
and interact. 

49. The new pocket park will result in an increased quantity of open space in this precinct, 
thereby reducing the inequity of open space distribution across Yarra. 

Human Rights Implications 
50. There are no human rights implications associated with this project. 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 
51. Consultation material prepared for the information session and for the trial pocket park 

included a translation panel containing advisory text in eight languages: Vietnamese, Greek, 
Mandarin, Cantonese, Italian, Turkish, Arabic and Spanish. 

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 
52. The creation of a new pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, 

Abbotsford is a specific recommendation of the YOSS. 

53. The proposal is consistent with the following Council Plan strategy of “Making Yarra more 
liveable”: 

(a) Continue to identify opportunities to convert road spaces and laneways for parks or 
improved pedestrian spaces; and 

(b) Increase amount of public and open space in areas with least access, in accordance 
with the Open Space Strategy. 

Legal Implications 
54. The site is zoned General Residential 2, with the Charles Street Precinct Heritage Overlay 

(HO313) affecting the northern boundary of the site (along Mollison Street). 

55. A planning permit is not required for the use of the land as public open space, as it is defined 
as “informal outdoor recreation”, which is a section 1 use in this zone. 

56. A planning permit is not required for works, as the cost of the construction works is under $1 
million and meets the State exemption for Local Government. 

57. As part of the process of creating the new pocket park, Council may decide to partially close 
the road in the location of the park, pursuant to Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local 
Government Act 1989. This would be subject to a separate report to Council and be 
advertised under Sections 207A and 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Other Issues 
Time lapse Photography 

58. Time lapse photography was used to record use of the park at 5-second intervals every day 
during the trial period. This made it possible to capture the pattern of behaviours and 
provided an understanding of the likely success of a permanent park in this location. 

59. The time-lapse data captured activity within the park before, during and after the trial.  This 
revealed a snapshot of human behaviour within the park at regular intervals. 
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60. The data collected during the trial was analysed between 8.00am and 8.00pm at 15-minute 
intervals by counting the number and types of users interacting with the space. Data from 
Wednesday 11, Sunday 15, Wednesday 18 and Saturday 21 November was selected for 
analysis to gain an understanding of park user behaviour. 

61. In total 61 people were counted using the space on Wednesday 11 November (prior to the 
installation of the trial pocket park); 299 people on Sunday 15 November*; 114 people on 
Wednesday 18 November, and 89 people on Saturday 21 November. 

*Given the data on Sunday was captured during the community day, the number of people 
using the park on this day should be considered an anomaly. 

62. The main activities observed during the trial period included socialising, playing and dog 
walking. No anti-social behaviour was observed during the trial period.  A summary of the 
time lapse photography observations is included in the Monitoring and Evaluation Report 
(Attachment 4). 

Traffic  

63. An evaluation of the traffic and parking impacts of the temporary road closure of Mollison 
Street associated with the pocket park trial was undertaken by Traffix Group (Attachment 6). 

64. A comparison of the ‘before partial road closure’ and ‘after partial road closure’ daily traffic 
volumes identified a general increase of traffic entering and exiting the local area during the 
period of the trial pocket park (Friday 13 November – Wednesday 25 November 2015).  

65. The expected redistribution of traffic volumes (away from Mollison Street, during the road 
closure) did not anticipate increases in traffic volume entering and exiting the area. 
Accordingly, the bulk of the additional traffic volumes are likely to be associated with other 
sources (i.e. increase in residential housing, construction traffic and through traffic). 

66. The surveys of daily traffic volume during the ‘after partial road closure’ showed below 1,000 
vehicles per day in each of the streets surveyed (Attachment 6) which is well within the 
acceptable limits for a local road (2,000-3,000 vehicles per day). 

67. Changes to peak hour traffic volumes varied across the local area, however the maximum 
increase occurred on Charles Street which averaged one additional vehicle every two 
minutes in the peak hour. This increase in traffic volume is considered to be insignificant from 
an intersection capacity point of view. 

68. Based on the above findings, the trial closure of Mollison Street at the corner of Charles 
Street did not generate any issues from a traffic point of view that would present any long-
term negative impacts should the partial road closure be permanently implemented. 

Parking  

69. The installation of the Mollison Street road closure resulted in the temporary loss of 7 parking 
spaces on Mollison Street (2 on the north side and 5 on the south side). 

70. A comparison between the parking demand in Mollison Street ‘before partial road closure’ 
and ‘after partial road closure’ identified very little change in overall parking demand 
(Attachment 6). 

71. A review of parking availability during the trial indicated that parking spaces were in very high 
demand within 50m of the Mollison Street closure, with parking availability increasing further 
away from the closure site. 

72. Parking management was considered to be warranted within 50m of the Mollison Street road 
closure to mitigate the loss of the 7 parking spaces. Possible options identified include: 

(a) conversion of the existing 4P parking on the east side of Charles Street (23 spaces) to 
2P to provide approximately 5‐10 spaces of additional parking opportunities for 
residents; 

(b) introduce parking along the west side of Charles Street (adjacent to the Mollison Street 
closure) to provide an additional 1 space (if a zebra crossing is incorporated across 
Charles Street) or 4 spaces (with no zebra crossing); and 
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(c) modify the remaining angle parking on the south side of Mollison Street to yield an 
additional 3 spaces (include modification to the existing kerb extension at the Park 
Street intersection). 

73. The opportunity to convert the section of Park Street between Langridge and Mollison 
Streets from one-way to two-way traffic (to improve access for residents of the Mollison 
Street apartment building) can be further investigated. 

Options 
74. Having considered the outcomes of the initial community consultation, park trial and sub-

consultant reports on potential traffic and parking issues associated with a proposed new 
park at the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets Abbotsford, Officers believe there are two 
options for consideration by Council. 

Option 1 – Authorise Officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on 
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford 
Officer comments 

75. A new open space in the south of Abbotsford would be a positive and highly worthwhile 
addition to the open space network and would contribute to achieving Council’s objective of 
providing accessible open space within 400m of residents in Yarra. 

76. The YOSS (2006) recommends the creation of a new open space in this location to address 
the inequity of access to open space in this precinct. 

77. There has been strong community participation in Stages 1 and 2 of the consultation for this 
project.  Following Stage 2 (installation of the trial pocket park); the majority of residents who 
provided feedback were supportive of a permanent park at the corner of Charles and 
Mollison Streets, Abbotsford. 

78. Despite some clear issues which must be addressed in any given design brief for the site 
and the need for open and continuous dialogue with residents, the trial and consultation 
suggests that a permanent park would be a sound capital investment for the current and 
future population of Abbotsford. 

Option 2 – Advise the community that Council will not proceed with the proposal to create a 
pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford. 

Officer Comments 

79. In highly built up areas of Yarra such as Abbotsford, the opportunities to provide new open 
space are limited.  The corner of Charles and Mollison Street presents a unique opportunity 
to provide a new park in an area with an existing shortage of open space that has 
experienced significant population growth in recent years. 

80. Following the implementation of the trial park, the overwhelming majority of residents who 
provided feedback on the proposal were supportive of the idea of a permanent park in this 
location. 

81. Given the success of the trial, the opportunity this site presents, and community expectations 
following the consultation undertaken, Council officers do not consider Option 2 to be the 
preferred option. 

Conclusion 
82. An open space at this location presents a unique opportunity to provide some green space 

within an existing built up environment and to improve access to open space for residents in 
this sub-precinct of Abbotsford. 

83. The results of Stages 1 and 2 of the consultation indicate that the majority of residents were 
supportive of a park at the proposed location. 

84. There are two households living in apartments overlooking the proposed park site who have 
concerns about potential noise and loss of privacy.  Another household in this block of 
apartments is only supportive of the project if the issue of noise is adequately addressed. 
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85. It is expected that the concerns surrounding noise and privacy can be effectively addressed 
as part of the concept design for the permanent open space. 

86. In light of the success of the pocket park trial, and the significant support from the local 
community for the creation of a permanent new open space at this location, Officers 
recommend Option 1 to Council. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council: 

(a) notes the officer report regarding the outcomes of community consultation in relation to 
the trial pocket park on Mollison Street at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford, and 
the opportunity for the creation of a permanent new open space; 

(b) notes the options outlined in the officer report; 

(c) authorises officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on 
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford; 

(d) authorises officers to consult with the local community on a concept plan for a 
permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford;  

(e) requests a written update from officers on the outcome of the local consultation; 

(f) notes that funding is available in the 2015/2016 capital works budget for the preparation 
of a concept plan for a permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of 
Charles Street, Abbotsford (including community consultation on the concept plan); and 

(g) refer the matter of a capital budget for construction of a permanent park to the 16/17 
budget process for consideration. 

 
 
CONTACT OFFICER: Fiona O'Byrne 
TITLE: Landscape Architect 
TEL: 9205 5768 
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