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11.11 Creation of a new park on the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford

Trim Record Number: D16/626
Responsible Officer:  Director Planning and Place Making

1. That Council:

(&) notes the officer report regarding the outcomes of community consultation in relation to
the trial pocket park on Mollison Street at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford, and
the opportunity for the creation of a permanent new open space,;

(b) notes the options outlined in the officer report;

(c) authorises officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford;

(d) authorises officers to consult with the local community on a concept plan for a
permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford,;

(e) requests a written update from officers on the outcome of the local consultation;

()  notes that funding is available in the 2015/2016 capital works budget for the
preparation of a concept plan for a permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford (including community consultation on the concept
plan); and

(g) refer the matter of a capital budget for construction of a permanent park to the 16/17
budget process for consideration.

Public Submissions:

The following people addressed Council on this matter:
Ms Lisa Wong; and
Ms Virgina Dods, President of Collingwood and Abbotsford Residents Association.

COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Stone Seconded: Councillor Barbour

1. That Council:

(&) notes the officer report regarding the outcomes of community consultation in relation to
the trial pocket park on Mollison Street at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford, and
the opportunity for the creation of a permanent new open space;

(b) notes the options outlined in the officer report;

(c) authorises officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford;

(d) authorises officers to consult with the local community on a concept plan for a
permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford,;

(e) requests a written update from officers on the outcome of the local consultation;

()  notes that funding is available in the 2015/2016 capital works budget for the
preparation of a concept plan for a permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford (including community consultation on the concept
plan); and
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(g) refer the matter of a capital budget for construction of a permanent park to the 16/17
budget process for consideration.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Councillor Gaylard left the meeting at 8.52pm
Councillor Gaylard returned to the meeting at 8.54pm

Councillor Jolly left the meeting at 8.52pm
Councillor Jolly returned to the meeting at 8.56pm
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11.11 Creation of a new park on the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford

Executive Summary

Purpose

To update Councillors on the recent trial pocket park and community consultation undertaken on
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford.

To seek Council's endorsement for the creation of a new pocket park on Mollison Street, at the
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford.

To seek Council approval to proceed with concept design for a new pocket park and community
consultation on the draft design.

Key Issues

The Yarra Open Space Strategy 2006 (YOSS) identified that a lack of Local open space in south
Abbotsford (sub-precinct 3067B); together with an increase in the residential population in this
area, will place additional demands on existing open space.

The YOSS recommended the creation of a new Small Local open space on Mollison Street, at the
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford.

Consultation on a proposed new park in this location commenced in 2015. The first stage of
consultation was undertaken in March, and feedback received indicated that overall the community
was interested in additional green open space at this location, but that some people had concerns.
It was decided that a short-term trial (second stage of consultation) could help determine if a park
at this site would benefit the neighbourhood and enjoy community support.

The trial park was implemented at the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford in
November 2015.

Extensive monitoring and evaluation of the space was undertaken during the trial period. This
included gathering information about the community interest in the space through:

(&) on-line engagement;

(b)  written submissions;

(c) feedback boards;

(d) acommunity day; and
(e) direct resident meetings.

It also included measuring and monitoring the impact of the site through analysis of time lapse
photography and completion of a traffic and parking impact study.

Following the implementation of the trial park, the feedback received from residents was
overwhelmingly positive, with most people supporting the idea of a permanent park in this location.

The time lapse photography and traffic and parking study also indicates the space was well used
and had minimal impact on traffic and parking.

While the feedback was generally positive, two households living in apartments overlooking the
proposed park site expressed concerns about potential noise and loss of privacy. Another
household in this apartment block indicated that they would only support the project if the issue of
noise was addressed.

It is expected that these concerns can be addressed as part of a concept design for a permanent
open space.

Financial Implications
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There is $90,000 allocated in the 2015/16 Capital works budget for the preparation of a concept
design, detailed design and for community consultation on a design for the proposed new pocket
park.

It is proposed that construction of the new park be funded through developer contributions as part
of the 2016/17 capital works program (subject to budgetary processes).

Construction of the new pocket park is expected to cost approximately $900,000.

PROPOSAL

In light of the success of the trial pocket park, and the significant support from the local community
to create a permanent new open space at this location, it is recommend that Council authorise
Officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner
of Charles Street, Abbotsford.

Yarra City Council — Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda — Tuesday 16 February 2016



Agenda Page 252

11.11

Creation of a new park on the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford

Trim Record Number: D16/626
Responsible Officer:  Director Planning and Place Making

Purpose

1.

To update Councillors on the recent trial pocket park and community consultation undertaken
on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford.

To seek Council's endorsement for the creation of a new pocket park on Mollison Street, at
the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford.

To seek Council approval to proceed with concept design for a new pocket park and
community consultation on the draft design.

Background

4.

10.
11.

The Yarra Open Space Strategy 2006 (YOSS) identified that a lack of local open space in
South Abbotsford (sub-precinct 3067B); together with an increase in the residential
population in this area, will place additional demands on existing open space.

The YOSS recommended the creation of a new small local open space by closing a section
of Mollison Street at the corner of Charles Street in Abbotsford.

A number of alternative locations were investigated as part of this process, however were
discounted due to the following factors:

(a) the parcel created by the closure was too small;

(b) poor solar amenity;

(c) vehicular access requirements for adjacent properties; and

(d) amenity issues due to proximity on busy roads.

The site on the corner of Charles and Mollison was preferred for the following reasons:
(@) the pocket park would be of an appropriate size (in excess of 500 square metres);
(b) there would be a lower net loss of car spaces than other options investigated;

(c) there would be minimal impact on traffic volumes and flows;

(d) it had good visual permeability;

(e) it had excellent pedestrian accessibility; and

() it had excellent solar amenity.

At the Council meeting held on 3 February 2015, it was resolved that Council:

(@) notes the initial work to date on the proposal for a partial road closure at the
intersection of Charles and Mollison Street, Abbotsford, for the purpose of
creating a new local park; and

(b) authorises officers to proceed with commencing preliminary community
consultation on the project.

Officers commenced consultation on the proposal to create a public open space in this
location in March 2015. The consultants, CoDesign Studios, were engaged to assist with the
community engagement aspect of this project.

A community drop-in information session was held on site on Saturday 21 March.

The feedback from the information session indicated that overall the community was
interested in additional green open space but that some people had concerns. Some people
were strongly opposed to the idea of a new pocket park.
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It was considered that there was enough support to proceed with a trial park to help
determine if a permanent park in this location would receive community support. A trial
would also provide an opportunity to properly monitor and measure the potential of a park in
this space before fully committing to the idea.

The installation of the trial park was initially delayed when a petition containing 39 signatures
was received from residents of Abbotsford requesting that Council abandon the proposed
pocket park trial.

The trial park was in place from Friday 13th to Tuesday 25th November 2015.
External Consultation

Consultation on the proposal to create a new pocket park through a partial road closure on
the corner of Charles and Mollison streets, Abbotsford was conducted in two stages:

(@) Stage 1 — Initial consultation on the proposed park idea (10 March — 10 April 2015);
and

(b) Stage 2 - Installation of trial pocket park and extended consultation (26 October - 27
November 2015).

As part of the Stage 1 consultation, a flyer was distributed on 10 March 2015 to 1,000 local
residents (Attachment 1). It included information on:

(&) the opportunity for the creation of a new pocket park through a partial road closure;
(b) asummary of the rationale behind the proposal;
(c) examples of similar projects that have been successfully completed in Yarra,

(d) an open gquestion survey to find out how people might like to use a space in their local
area; and

(e) aninvitation to a drop-in information session at the site of the proposed pocket park.

The drop-in information session was held on Saturday 21 March 2015, and attended by
approximately 80 residents. At this workshop, residents had the opportunity to talk to
Council officers and CoDesign staff about the project where feedback from session
attendees was documented.

Residents had the opportunity for further engagement with the process via:
(@ an online forum for people to share their ideas or concerns; and
(b) written submissions to Open Space Planning and Design.

Results of the Stage 1 consultation found that, overall, the community was interested in
additional green open space but that some people had concerns. A small number of people
were strongly opposed to the idea and were particularly concerned about potential loss of
parking and a fear of the space being used for anti-social behaviour (Attachment 2).

Residents were notified of the outcomes of the first stage of consultation and the proposal to
proceed with a trial park in this location. A flyer was distributed on 1 June 2015 to 1,000
residents surrounding the site providing information regarding the trial (Attachment 3) and
information was also posted on Council’'s webpage.

The trial park was in place from Friday 13th to Tuesday 25th November 2015 and the
consultation extended from Monday 26 October to Wednesday Friday 27 November 2015.
Residents had the opportunity to provide feedback via:

(@) an online forum for people to share their ideas or concerns;
(b) written submissions to Open Space Planning and Design; and

(c) feedback boards in the park during the trial period for people to use the ideas/voting
stickers that were distributed with each flyer.

A community day was held at the trial pocket park on Sunday 15 November 2015, where
residents were invited to come along and experience the park. The event was attended by

approximately 70 people, with the Richmond Lions Club providing a BBQ for the event.
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Direct meetings with six of the households immediately overlooking the proposed new park
were also undertaken to gather feedback, and discuss potential design considerations for a
permanent park.

Outcomes of Trial Park Consultation

The outcomes of the community engagement via the trial pocket park are included in the
monitoring and evaluation report (Attachment 4). A summary is also provided below.

On-line engagement

The online engagement webpage was opened from 11 to 27 November 2015 to allow
feedback either side of the 10 day park trial.

Two discussion forums were set up, for park users and local residents to provide feedback
on the trial park.

During this time there were 614 unique webpage views, 1657 page views, 45 contributors,
and over 127 comments.

The first topic ‘What do you like about the trial park?’ had 86 comments from 49 respondents.
Of these, 40 respondents were in support of the project, 8 were opposed the project, and 1
was undecided.

The second topic ‘If the trial park was to become permanent, what features would you like to
see installed?’ had 41 comments from 18 respondents. Popular suggested features included
trees, grass, lawn, greenery garden beds and seating.

Overall the on-line forum provided a positive and constructive discussion about the benefits
and issues associated with a park in this location. A summary of the on-line forum results is
provided in (Attachment 5).

A review of the feedback revealed only limited comment in relation to traffic and parking.
Most traffic and parking related issues can be overcome through the recommendations of the
traffic report prepared by Traffix (Attachment 6).

Written submissions

20 written submissions were received during the consultation period. Of these, 16 supported
the park, two opposed it and two were undecided (Attachment 7).

Feedback Boards

An ideas sticker wall was provided to help stimulate discussion amongst the local community
about their ideas for a permanent pocket park. A word cloud providing a graphic
representation of the key themes is provided in the Monitoring and Evaluation Report
(Attachment 4).

A ‘dotmocracy wall’ was established with a range of possible park ideas (such as lawn, play
equipment, garden bed, artwork etc.). People were invited to use the stickers provided as
part of the letter-box-drop to indicate their preference for the uses within a permanent pocket
park.

A total of 102 votes were recorded for the following five core themes: “Greenery” (44 votes),
“Somewhere for kids to play” (16 votes), “Artworks” (16 votes), “Places to relax” (15 votes),
“Activities” (11 votes).

Community Day

An on-site community day was held on Sunday 15 November from 10am - 2pm. The
purpose of this event was to invite people down to enjoy the park and stimulate discussion
on the space. People were also encouraged to provide feedback on the park via the
feedback boards. The Richmond Lions Club provided a sausage sizzle for this event. The
day was attended by approximately 70 people over the 4 hour period.
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Following the initial consultation period in March, it emerged that some residents of the
townhouses on the south side of Mollison Street overlooking the proposed park had
concerns about the project. Given their proximity to the space, an invitation was extended to
these households to learn more about their concerns and discuss ways they might be
addressed. Six of the seven households accepted the invitation to meet.

In summary, two of the households are still strongly opposed to the project, three support the
project (but only on the condition that certain design issues be addressed), and one is fully
supportive of the project. A summary of each of these meetings is provided in Attachment 4

(Appendix 1.1).

Concerns raised by residents and the way in which these may potentially be addressed

The key concerns raised by residents and the way in which these may be addressed through
the design interventions are summarised below.

Community Concerns

Design Response

Noise generated by park

A passive space would be created for residents to relax and
unwind amongst lawn, plants and trees. Active recreation would
not be encouraged which would go some way to reducing the
issue of noise. In addition, as part of the design process, advice
from an acoustic specialist could be sought to determine what
measures can be taken as part of the park design process to
mitigate noise. Solutions may include strategic tree and garden
bed planting, use of soft surface materials and placement of
furniture. Community consultations on the draft design would
include the Body Corporate of the Mollison Street apartment
buildings.

Visual access into
apartments from park

Strategic tree planting with appropriate tree species could limit
views from the park into the apartments. Deciduous trees would
allow summer shading and winter sunlight (Attachment 8).

Seating and furniture could also be orientated away from
windows of adjoining properties.

Consider retrofitting balconies directly overlooking the site with
further privacy elements (in consultation with body corporate).

Late night park users and
anti-social behaviour

While many residents were concerned about anti-social
behaviour before the trial, it did not emerge as an issue during
the trial. However and design for a permanent park should
incorporate crime-prevention design principles to maximise
safety and reduce the appeal of the area for night time use.
Also, the maintenance and management of the space should be
given due consideration from the outset.

Concern around the level
of maintenance that the
park would receive

The upkeep of small open spaces generally requires regular
maintenance visits programmed at different frequencies
depending on the infrastructure type.

Park Design

Many residents had specific comments about the design of any
permanent pocket park. Ensure local residents are included in
the design process for a permanent space. Produce a design
brief for the park that directly addresses key concerns and
needs of all residents.

Request for play items or
equipment for children

The park space is small, and would need to be a flexible space
for all community members. The inclusion of formal play
equipment is not considered appropriate as it would take up a
significant amount of park space and restrict the potential use of
the park. The design could incorporate multi-purpose elements
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such as custom design furniture that integrates opportunities for

play.
Potential for damage to Appropriate tree species for specific locations within the pocket
Mollison Street apartment | park would be selected in consultation with Council’s Arborist,
building from tree roots and root barriers could be provided as necessary.
Traffic While many residents were initially concerned about the impact

of the trial on traffic, this did not emerge as an issue during the
trial period. There was one request to make the one-way traffic
in Park Street two-way between Langridge and Mollison Streets.
This would mean residents of the apartment block on Mollison
Street could avoid having to drive to Gipps Street to access their
basement car park from Park Street. This option could be
investigated further as part of the concept design process.

The park should be A number of alternative locations were investigated for
relocated to another part conversion into parkland in Abbotsford but were discounted due
of Abbotsford to a number of factors including:

- parcel size was too small;

- poor solar amenity;

- vehicular access requirements for adjacent properties; and
- amenity issues due to proximity to busy roads.

The park is unnecessary | This view is contrary to the open space analysis as contained in
in this part of Abbotsford Council’'s Open Space Strategy, and not supported by the
majority of respondents.

Despite the above concerns, the consultation showed that a park at Mollison Street, on the
corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford, would predominantly be supported by residents as a
permanent feature. With that said, it is critical that the design be closely conceived working
with, and for the local community. Those residents that are directly affected by the proximity
of the space must be heard and closely engaged as part of the design brief and process.

Internal Consultation

Internal consultation on the proposal to create a new park at the corner of Charles and
Mollison streets, Abbotsford was undertaken with the following Council Branches:

(a8 Community Planning and Advocacy;
(b) Statutory Planning;

(c) Strategic Transport; and

(d) Traffic and Transport.

Financial Implications

42.

43.

44,

There is $90,000 allocated in the 2015/16 Capital works budget for the preparation of a
concept design, detailed design and for community consultation on a design for the proposed
new pocket park.

It is proposed that construction of the new park be funded through open space reserve
contributions as part of the 2016/17 capital works program (subject to budgetary processes).

Construction of the new pocket park is expected to cost approximately $900,000 in addition
to ongoing maintenance costs of $9,000 per year for new infrastructure associated with this
proposal.

Economic Implications

45.

There are no economic implications associated with this project.
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Sustainability Implications

46.

47.

The Park improves the environmental sustainability of this site by decreasing the area of
impermeable road surface and introducing permeable, green areas which also contribute to
the reduction of urban heat island effect.

Other sustainability initiatives (which will be resolved during the design process) may include
the use of sustainable/recycled materials and the incorporation of WSUD initiatives to treat
stormwater.

Social Implications

48.

49.

The new pocket park will enhance the social and community value of this neighbourhood by
improving access to open space in Abbotsford and providing local space for people to gather
and interact.

The new pocket park will result in an increased quantity of open space in this precinct,
thereby reducing the inequity of open space distribution across Yarra.

Human Rights Implications

50.

There are no human rights implications associated with this project.

Communications with CALD Communities Implications

51.

Consultation material prepared for the information session and for the trial pocket park
included a translation panel containing advisory text in eight languages: Vietnamese, Greek,
Mandarin, Cantonese, Italian, Turkish, Arabic and Spanish.

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications

52.

53.

The creation of a new pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street,
Abbotsford is a specific recommendation of the YOSS.

The proposal is consistent with the following Council Plan strategy of “Making Yarra more
liveable™:

(@) Continue to identify opportunities to convert road spaces and laneways for parks or
improved pedestrian spaces; and

(b) Increase amount of public and open space in areas with least access, in accordance
with the Open Space Strategy.

Legal Implications

54.

55.

56.

57.

The site is zoned General Residential 2, with the Charles Street Precinct Heritage Overlay
(HO313) affecting the northern boundary of the site (along Mollison Street).

A planning permit is not required for the use of the land as public open space, as it is defined
as “informal outdoor recreation”, which is a section 1 use in this zone.

A planning permit is not required for works, as the cost of the construction works is under $1
million and meets the State exemption for Local Government.

As part of the process of creating the new pocket park, Council may decide to partially close
the road in the location of the park, pursuant to Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local
Government Act 1989. This would be subject to a separate report to Council and be
advertised under Sections 207A and 223 of the Local Government Act 1989.

Other Issues

58.

59.

Time lapse Photography

Time lapse photography was used to record use of the park at 5-second intervals every day
during the trial period. This made it possible to capture the pattern of behaviours and
provided an understanding of the likely success of a permanent park in this location.

The time-lapse data captured activity within the park before, during and after the trial. This
revealed a snhapshot of human behaviour within the park at regular intervals.
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The data collected during the trial was analysed between 8.00am and 8.00pm at 15-minute
intervals by counting the number and types of users interacting with the space. Data from
Wednesday 11, Sunday 15, Wednesday 18 and Saturday 21 November was selected for
analysis to gain an understanding of park user behaviour.

In total 61 people were counted using the space on Wednesday 11 November (prior to the
installation of the trial pocket park); 299 people on Sunday 15 November*; 114 people on
Wednesday 18 November, and 89 people on Saturday 21 November.

*Given the data on Sunday was captured during the community day, the number of people
using the park on this day should be considered an anomaly.

The main activities observed during the trial period included socialising, playing and dog
walking. No anti-social behaviour was observed during the trial period. A summary of the
time lapse photography observations is included in the Monitoring and Evaluation Report
(Attachment 4).

Traffic

An evaluation of the traffic and parking impacts of the temporary road closure of Mollison
Street associated with the pocket park trial was undertaken by Traffix Group (Attachment 6).

A comparison of the ‘before partial road closure’ and ‘after partial road closure’ daily traffic
volumes identified a general increase of traffic entering and exiting the local area during the
period of the trial pocket park (Friday 13 November — Wednesday 25 November 2015).

The expected redistribution of traffic volumes (away from Mollison Street, during the road
closure) did not anticipate increases in traffic volume entering and exiting the area.
Accordingly, the bulk of the additional traffic volumes are likely to be associated with other
sources (i.e. increase in residential housing, construction traffic and through traffic).

The surveys of daily traffic volume during the ‘after partial road closure’ showed below 1,000
vehicles per day in each of the streets surveyed (Attachment 6) which is well within the
acceptable limits for a local road (2,000-3,000 vehicles per day).

Changes to peak hour traffic volumes varied across the local area, however the maximum
increase occurred on Charles Street which averaged one additional vehicle every two
minutes in the peak hour. This increase in traffic volume is considered to be insignificant from
an intersection capacity point of view.

Based on the above findings, the trial closure of Mollison Street at the corner of Charles
Street did not generate any issues from a traffic point of view that would present any long-
term negative impacts should the partial road closure be permanently implemented.

Parking

The installation of the Mollison Street road closure resulted in the temporary loss of 7 parking
spaces on Mollison Street (2 on the north side and 5 on the south side).

A comparison between the parking demand in Mollison Street ‘before partial road closure’
and ‘after partial road closure’ identified very little change in overall parking demand
(Attachment 6).

A review of parking availability during the trial indicated that parking spaces were in very high
demand within 50m of the Mollison Street closure, with parking availability increasing further
away from the closure site.

Parking management was considered to be warranted within 50m of the Mollison Street road
closure to mitigate the loss of the 7 parking spaces. Possible options identified include:

(&) conversion of the existing 4P parking on the east side of Charles Street (23 spaces) to
2P to provide approximately 5-10 spaces of additional parking opportunities for
residents;

(b) introduce parking along the west side of Charles Street (adjacent to the Mollison Street
closure) to provide an additional 1 space (if a zebra crossing is incorporated across
Charles Street) or 4 spaces (with no zebra crossing); and
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(c) modify the remaining angle parking on the south side of Mollison Street to yield an
additional 3 spaces (include modification to the existing kerb extension at the Park
Street intersection).

The opportunity to convert the section of Park Street between Langridge and Mollison
Streets from one-way to two-way traffic (to improve access for residents of the Mollison
Street apartment building) can be further investigated.

Options

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

Having considered the outcomes of the initial community consultation, park trial and sub-
consultant reports on potential traffic and parking issues associated with a proposed new
park at the corner of Charles and Mollison Streets Abbotsford, Officers believe there are two
options for consideration by Council.

Option 1 — Authorise Officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford

Officer comments

A new open space in the south of Abbotsford would be a positive and highly worthwhile
addition to the open space network and would contribute to achieving Council’s objective of
providing accessible open space within 400m of residents in Yarra.

The YOSS (2006) recommends the creation of a new open space in this location to address
the inequity of access to open space in this precinct.

There has been strong community participation in Stages 1 and 2 of the consultation for this
project. Following Stage 2 (installation of the trial pocket park); the majority of residents who
provided feedback were supportive of a permanent park at the corner of Charles and
Mollison Streets, Abbotsford.

Despite some clear issues which must be addressed in any given design brief for the site
and the need for open and continuous dialogue with residents, the trial and consultation
suggests that a permanent park would be a sound capital investment for the current and
future population of Abbotsford.

Option 2 — Advise the community that Council will not proceed with the proposal to create a
pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford.

Officer Comments

In highly built up areas of Yarra such as Abbotsford, the opportunities to provide new open
space are limited. The corner of Charles and Mollison Street presents a unique opportunity
to provide a new park in an area with an existing shortage of open space that has
experienced significant population growth in recent years.

Following the implementation of the trial park, the overwhelming majority of residents who
provided feedback on the proposal were supportive of the idea of a permanent park in this
location.

Given the success of the trial, the opportunity this site presents, and community expectations
following the consultation undertaken, Council officers do not consider Option 2 to be the
preferred option.

Conclusion

82.

83.

84.

An open space at this location presents a unique opportunity to provide some green space
within an existing built up environment and to improve access to open space for residents in
this sub-precinct of Abbotsford.

The results of Stages 1 and 2 of the consultation indicate that the majority of residents were
supportive of a park at the proposed location.

There are two households living in apartments overlooking the proposed park site who have
concerns about potential noise and loss of privacy. Another household in this block of
apartments is only supportive of the project if the issue of noise is adequately addressed.
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85. Itis expected that the concerns surrounding noise and privacy can be effectively addressed
as part of the concept design for the permanent open space.

86. In light of the success of the pocket park trial, and the significant support from the local
community for the creation of a permanent new open space at this location, Officers
recommend Option 1 to Council.

RECOMMENDATION

1. That Council:

(@)
(b)
()
(d)
(e)
(f)

(9)

notes the officer report regarding the outcomes of community consultation in relation to
the trial pocket park on Mollison Street at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford, and
the opportunity for the creation of a permanent new open space,;

notes the options outlined in the officer report;

authorises officers to prepare a concept design for a permanent pocket park on
Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford;

authorises officers to consult with the local community on a concept plan for a
permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of Charles Street, Abbotsford,

requests a written update from officers on the outcome of the local consultation;

notes that funding is available in the 2015/2016 capital works budget for the preparation
of a concept plan for a permanent pocket park on Mollison Street, at the corner of
Charles Street, Abbotsford (including community consultation on the concept plan); and

refer the matter of a capital budget for construction of a permanent park to the 16/17
budget process for consideration.

CONTACT OFFICER: Fiona O'Byrne

TITLE:
TEL:

Landscape Architect
9205 5768

Attachments

coO~NOOThA WNPE

Charles & Mollison Flyer March 2015
Stage 1 Consultation Summary May 2015
Charles & Mollison Flyer June 2015
Monitoring & Evaluation Report
Summary Online Comments

Traffix Report 2016

Written Submissions

Visual Access Diagram
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Abbotsford Pocket Park Investigation:
Engagement Summary

May 2015

cO studio
CoDesign Studio Limited
ACN 145 546 103 | ABN 69 145 546 103
15 Easey Street, Collingwood, VIC 3066

T: 461 (3) 9417 0020
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ConNsuLTATION OVERVIEW:

As part of the consultation for a possible pocket park in
Abbotsford, members of the community had three ways to
provide input into the process:

+ Aftend an on-street consultation at the park site.

» Provide written submissions and
comments on the Yarra Webpage.

* Provide input at an on-site community workshop.

A summary of the findings is provided as part of this report.
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On-Street Engagement

A day of on-street consultation was undertaken
on Saturday 21 March to enable people to
have input into the investigation underway into
creating a pocket park at the intersection of
Charles and Mollison Streets in Abbotsford.

The session aimed to:
+ Inform people about the consultation process

+ Receive some general feedback on the
likely prefferred road closure option

* Understand what people most want
the park to be used for

+ Understand any design/other concerns
people have with the park

- Encourage people to actively get involved in
the design process and contribute ideas

Activities included

1. Providing information: about the proposal,
pocket park footprint options and the co-
design process including a trial.

2. |deas and concerns sticker wall: understanding
ideas and concerns via stickers ‘My idea for a
new pocket park is....’ & ‘My concern is....’

3. What should a pocket park be used for?:
Voting on images representing different uses.

4. Design your own pocket park: Small maps
of pocket park to draw designs on and large
map provided with small scale modelling kit
for people to create 3D model of their park.

5. Local area parks: Provide a large map
of local area with parks mapped. People
can mark in where they go, what they

do there and how they get there.

“Actively involving
the community in the
design process”
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Engagement Activities:
Summary of Findings
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Overall reflections from the day

The on-street consultation sessions provided a simple
and easy way for locals to find out about the pocket
park investigation underway and to provide their input.
Many people attended because they had received and
read the project flyer delivered to them, however the
on-street location meant that many of the Saturday
morning passers-by also contributed, broadening the
scope of people who got involved in the consultation
to people who would not normally have a say.

Some people spend a long time at the session having
detailed conversations about the proposal, while others
who were passing by just made a quick contribution. We
estimate that approximately 70-80 people attended or
contributed in some way.

Agenda Page 268

People seemed to appreciate the time taken by Council

and CoDesign Studio staff to discuss the project

and the process in detail, being able to provide their
initial thoughts in terms of ideas, concerns and uses
of the park quickly and easily. People also seemed

to appreciate there was a resident from an existing
pocket park project present at the session. A number
of fears were allayed for some attended by talking to
him, especially about the potential issue of drug use in
the park. Given the park idea was fairly new to them,
the session was effective in having conversations
about the concept generally, getting people up to
speed and getting initial thoughts rather than detailed
design considerations. The ‘design your own park’
modelling activity was only used by a few children.

The majority of people were supportive of the park
or could imagine potential benefits of it, however a
number of these people had some reservations.

They had concerns like to see addressed or see that
they would not be realised before supporting the idea
further, for example attracting drug use to the area.
Through the trial park process, this group will be able to
visualise the park and see if their concerns are realised.
Small numbers of people were either wholeheartedly
supportive of the park or against the park.

In terms of the park footprint, the majority seemed
to support options that minimised traffic and
parking disruption (design option 1 and 1A).

Feedback on the
consultation session

Overall, people attending the session seemed to
appreciate staff making time on the day to have
conversations about the proposal and get them up
to speed. Due to the changed location on the day
for the workshop, the feedback board (below) was
located a little further away from the other activities
so not many people filled this in. However responses
indicate that people found it an easy way to have a
say and receuved useful information at the session.
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Summary of Findings

Summary of findings from Residential status

the consultation activities On the day we asked community members to

indicate where they live in relation to the proposed
pocket park by putting a sticker on a ‘where do you
live' voting wall. While not everyone recorded their

locations, of those that did, almost all (92 per cent or

The output from the various consultation activities
have been analysed and supplemented by
observations and reflections of Council and
CoDesign Studio staff who facilitated ton the day.

with the rest (2) living outside of the City ofYarra.

Who did we speak to?

The vast majority of people we spoke to at the session
were locals. Many people lived on Charles Street

and Mollison Street and in the directly surrounding
streets. A few people attended who lived a little
further away in Yarra or further afield in Melbourne

or Victoria. For example, one attendee came from
Gippsland who was looking for a house in Abbotsford,
another from Carlton who was just interested in
creating pocket parks and CoDesign Studio’s work.

“One attendee came
from Gippsland who
was looking for a
house in Abbotsford”

24 respondents) indicated they live within a few blocks,

“The vast majority of
the people we spoke
to at the session
were locals”
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Pocket Park: Ideas and Concerns

Ideas and concerns about a possible

pocket park

A key focus of the session was to get people talking

about their ideas as well as concerns about the pocket

park. A quick and easy way 1o do this was to provide
attendees with stickers to record their thoughts,

resulting in a full ideas and concerns’ wall (pictured).

Ideas

In total 32 individual ideas for the design of
the pocket park were collected, with these
grouped into the following 10 core themes:

Green space

Community garden

Play equipment

Water sensitive urban design

Temporary activation

Cultural art

Seating

Communal infrastructure

Accessibility

Shade

The most popular ideas for the pocket park included
the provision of play equipment (8), green space
(7), and a community garden (4). Other ideas
included the provision of appropriate lighting (3),
shade (3), free Wi-Fi, (2) accessibility for prams

and wheelchairs (2), seating (1), water sensitive
urban design (1) and interesting paving (1).

Concerns

In total, 40 individual concerns stickers were filled
in. The dominant concerns were related to safety
and anti-social behaviour such as drug use and
loitering (13) and traffic impacts associated with the
restriction of vehicular traffic (12). Other concerns
included loss of car parking (5), maintenance
including the removal of rubbish (5), vandalism

(2), reduced property values (2) and noise (1).

Other ideas put forward

Some community members offered alternatives to the
proposal put forward by Council. These alternatives
include providing a pocket park at the dead-end
section of Mollison Street near Nicholson Street (8)
and acquiring private land in the immediate area for
a park that does not restrict vehicular traffic (4).
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Image Voting

The most popular elements were the provision oLqreen space (45 votesmplay equipment (24 votes)landlseating_l
The use and look of a (16 votes). Overall, green space was by far the most popular theme in voting images (as indicated in the images
new pocket park documentlng_ the voting below). The image ge_neraled the_ highest amqunt of voles |ncorp0ral|r]g greenery with a
strong graphical element (16). Elements of this could be incorporated into the pocket park design.

A wall of images was provided so that people would
indicate their preferences for the use of a new pocket
park through voting with stickers (3 per person). This
activity provided some initial impressions of what is
important to locals here and the types of elements
that could be incorporated into a park design.

What should be in a pocket p

In total 117 votes were recorded and the images
used reflect the following 10 core elements:

Green space
Community garden

Play equipment

Water sensitive urban design

Temporary activation Play equipment and seating were the next most popularimages. In terms of play equipment, voting and conversations
Cultural art with community members indicated that small, sculptural play elements would best suit this small space.

Seating

Communal infrastructure
Accessibility

Shade

When considering the seating imagery, the above images generated the highest amount of votes (7). Voting
coupled with discussions had on the day indicated that, most community members want to see the inclusion of
seating incorporated into the design of the park, providing a meeting place for people to connect.
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Written and Digital Feedback

In parallel with the on-street consultation, members of the
community were also able to contribute through the online
interactive discussion and through formal submissions.

Webpage comments

A total of 57 comments from 28 contributors
were received across the 6 discussion topics
on Council’s online engagement site.

The discussion topic that generated the majority
of contributions was Topic 1: What changes would
a new park bring to your local neighbourhood?

24 forum participants contributed 42 comments,
and a large number of agree/disagree votes were
attributed to others comments (70 in total).

Comments ranged equally from support of the proposal
of a park to objection, for a variety of reasons.

Reasons for supporting the proposal included:

. Great option for people to
have access to green space

. Help reduce the local heat island effect

. Encourage greater foot traffic

. Help people connect with their community
. Great location, wide roads allow for a park

. It's needed. This area is not
well served by open space

+  Better to ‘activate’ the
space (for safety reasons)

10 . A park could increase property values

Reasons for opposing the proposal included:
* Impact on ease of traffic flow

«  Design examples ugly/unsightly/
don't fit in with the street character

. Reduced parking is an issue

. Reduced or impeded
access to homes/parking

. Safety; drug-use, trade, anti-social behaviour
. Waste of money

. Not needed, other parks close by,
what users need is sports activities

. Risk of detracting from
the value of properties

Other comments

. Supportive of proposal with additonal
considerations, alternate locations, improved
guttering/drains and traffic calming measures

. Opportunity to widen footpaths,
better access for disability, children, etc

. Important to consult with kids directly
. Fencing vs non fencing

Other topics were also discussed on the webpage to a
lesser extent.

Written submission

A total of 17 written submissions were received.

The main reasons people supported
a pocket park were:

Increase in the amount of
green open space in the area

Somewhere for people to
meet, socialise and play

Traffic calming to reduce the amount
of ‘rat running’ through local back streets

The main reasons people did not
support a pocket park were:

50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
2

15%
10%
5%

Fear of anti-social behaviour
and loitering within the park

Potential parking loss and
restriction of vehicular traffic flow

Don't see the need for it,
waste of ratepayers money.

Responses

- .
hml 29% 23%
| ol ps -4 -

= “,t_ - § S

In favour Opposed Undecided
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RECOMMENDATIONS:
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Design considerations

The trial park should address not only ideas
for the park and voting preferences for its
use and look, it should also be designed to
address concerns people expressed

Other options

Investigate other options suggested by
community to see if they are feasible and
report back on these investigations.

Highlight developer contribution

On the day people expressed some frustration
about local developers, highlight link to
developer confributions more explicitly.

Key ideas for trial pocket park

The following design considerations have emerged
from the consultation. Given the vocal minority

of people who may oppose the park, ensuring

that the trial park looks good and its design and
operation address major concerns is vital.

12
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Park use:

Creating green space
Space to play

Place for people with young kids, older people,
people in aparments, people with dogs (especially
people with older dogs or older people with dogs)

Community meeting and building

Design to address concerns:

Safety and drug use: Design to keep open
and clear site lines; Examine existing lighting-
locate seating near this if possible, consider
solar fairy lights if possible; keep two-way
traffic to maintain a level of surveillance;
provide safe access to the park

Option to minimise traffic and parking impacts
keep two-way if possible and pursue design
option 1 or 1A while still supporting overall traffic
calming and safe pedestrian access to the park

Noise: have quiet contemplative garden areas
near the apartments and activity areas closer
to Charles Street and near the centre

Cleanliness: bins provided and council rubbish
collection at site regularly throughout trial

In addition, incorporate community involvement
(build/planting) and/or community community
meal into the trial phase of the project to
encourage community ownership.
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YaRRA

A trial pocket park for Abbotsford

Summarising your feedback and outlining the next steps for a possible
small park space on the corner of Charles and Mollison streets, Abbotsford.

On Saturday 21 March, the City of
Yarra, along with CoDesign Studio,
held an on-street community
engagement session near the corner
of Charles and Mollison streets.

Qur aim was to gather your input
into the possible creation of a new

pocket park at this location.

The session provided information about
Council's Open Space Strategy and the
reasons for considering this intersection as
a possible park location. We were there
1o hear your ideas and concerns about the
potential for a park in this location.

At the same time residents provided
feedback through Council's dedicated
online discussion forums and written
submissions.

WHAT YOU TOLD US

Feedback received indicated that many
of you were interested in the idea of
having a pocket park at this location.

\While many of you appreciated the
potential benefits, you also raised concerns
about possible negative impacts. A smaller
number were more strongly in support of
or opposed to the idea

For information in your language, please call 9280 1940 and guote the REF number below. | #1051 S EERE 5027 H  FEEE9280 193210 5 F [ ¥IREFSENE - |
MNa mAnpogopleg ota EAANIKE, Tapakahoupe kaAedTe To 9280 1934 kaw avagepete Tov apudud REF mapaxdtw. | Per informazioni in italiano siete pregati di

chiamare il numero 9280 1931 e di citare il numera di rifenmento (REF number) sottoindicato. | U1 IEERAMNEE, EEr9280 1937H3E L TFIREFEE, |
Para informacion en castellano. llame al 9280 1935 y cite el nimero de REF. De mas adelante. | D€ biét thong tin bing tiéng viét, xin hay goi s6 9280 1939 va ndi sé
REF durgi day. | sbal S5l REF gl o5 (3 L2153 9280 1930 40 e Jusf¥) a i vyl 810 e sladll REF 15125
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A trial pocket park for Abbotsford

IDEAS AND CONCERNS
ABOUT A NEW POCKET PARK

There were some great suggestions
about the benefits of establishing a
pocket park at the corner of Charles
and Muollison streets.

Some of you felt it would be good to
have a small local park that is easily
accessible to people with young
children, clder people, dog owners
and people living in apartments. You
suggested it could provide a green
space for the area, with some small
play activities or sculpture-like play
equipment. Such a park could also
include seats for neighbours and
community members to meet, Closing
part of the intersection could also
reduce ‘rat-running’ and make the
streets feel people-focused. Some of
you felt that a park could encourage
more walking in the area and address
the local heat island effect.

We also heard your concerns about
potential negative impacts of the
proposal, Some of you wanted to
know if it could lead to increased noise,
rubbish, negative behaviour, parking
and traffic congestion and whether the

park could be designed to minimise
these impacts. Some questioned
whether the park design would suit the
area, while others suggested that the
community needed additional spaces
for sporting activities more than another
park

These are all things to be considered.

WHERE TO FROM HERE?

Overall, the message Council received
is that the community is generally in
favour of the positive aspects of a park
in this location if it can be designed in

a way that minimises potential negative
impacts.

To test this, Council is proposing is to set
up a short-term trial park. This will test
if a park can be designed to realise the
good aspects and minimise the negative
impacts so that people can enjoy some
green space close to home. Feedback
from the consultation indicated that a
trial was a sensible way forward.

Council will be seeking further input
from you throughout the trial and —
your feedback and observations of the
park use will be provided to Council.

Due to the facade works currently
underway for the apartment building
at the corner of Charles and Mollison
streets, the trial is being planned for
November 2015 and will be in place
for 3-4 weeks. Council will provide an
update prior to the commencement of
the trial.

BE A PART OF IT

We'd love to get you involved in
creating the park with us - planting,
painting, building or even coming along
for a sausage sizzle.

Getting involved is a great way to meet
neighbours and help build your local
community. With your involvement,

the final outcome will better meet the

needs of the local community. If you'd
like to be involved or ask a guestion
about the proposal, please contact the
project team on 9205 5768 or at
OpenSpace@yarracity.vic.gov.au
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Monitoring and Evaluation summary report

1. Introduction

This report provides a summary of data and findings recorded and analysed by CoDesign
Studio as part of its monitoring and evaluation assessment undertaken at the Charles and
Mollison Streets parklet, temporarily installed as a 1:1 trial over 10 days in November 2015.

Monitoring and evaluation (M&E) processes were employed by CoDesign Studio to capture
the way people used and perceived this temporary public space before and during the parklet
trial. These activities included {but were not limited to):

> On site interviews (1:1 conversations)

> Vox Pop interviews (quick on site questioners to establish a sense of place, user
demographic, age and location. Transcripts in Appendix 1)

> ‘Dot Mocracy’ and sticker walls (allowing residents to place stickers on picture filled
boards pinned up on site, subsequently transcribed in appendix 1)

> Time lapse recordings (capturing the site at 5 second intervals over established times
in order to assess user behaviour and numbers. See appendix 2)
By monitoring behaviour throughout the trial, comprehensive data has been established to
help inform whether future capital investment in this location would be in the best interest of
the local community and Council in regard to a permanent park at the intersection of Charles
and Mollison Streets, Abbotsford.

The M&E activities have been built around the following two pillars:

I Human perceptions of a place
II. Human behaviours within a place

The first pillar drew on information gathered during ‘vox pops' and or interviews conducted
with people on site/ within a specified area (along Mollison Street from the intersection of Park
Street, west to Nicholson Street) to build the overall ‘place story' of the proposed site. These
stories were further articulated in an initial on site community work shop (utilising ‘dot-
mocracy’ and other means) and continued throughout the installation and subsequent one on
one interviews with residents. In turn, these conversations lead to understanding a place
identity and its potential as a future permanent park.

The second pillar: *human behaviours within a place’ focused on the utilisation of maore
analytical data collection through the installation and collection of ‘time-lapse’ site
photography at various points and stages of the sites pre- installation (i.e. base line data),
construction and post-installation (at two points over the 10 day trial).

co f
DESIGN 3030
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Manitoring and Evaluation summary report

2. Background

The trial park was in place from Friday 13th to Tuesday 25th November 2015. The trial
duration was originally intended to be three weeks, from Friday 6 November to Wednesday 25
November, however subsequent to notifying residents of the trial park dates, Councillors
received a petition against the project this period was reduced.

As a result of the above, the time-lapse photography data collection period before the trial
was reduced. Although not ideal, this data still provides a useful snapshot of how the space
was used prior to the park installation summarised in this report, and provided in full in
Appendix 2.

Overall, in spite of the reduced trial period, the parklet itself was still a valuable

exercise. |ssues emerged that were not necessarily identified as concerns at the outset of the
project (eg. noise/privacy) and concerns that had been raised (eg. anti-social behaviour) did
not present during the trial period. In addition some unexpected benefits were observed —
especially the popularity of the space amongst young people and a number of previously
concerned residents re-considering the value of the space. As noted in the conclusion, not
everyone supported the space, however our evaluation finds that whilst a handful of
community members have voiced negative sentiments towards the space (and its future), the
overall response to the parklet trial was unquestionably positive. Further more, the issues and
concerns that have been raised, present themselves as items that can be addressed and
worked through given direct engagement and a continued open dialogue with residents.

Mollison St

S0
‘\».'_

{Above: Charles and Mollison Streets pre parklet installation. Mollison runs east to west.}

In March 2015 CoDesign Studio delivered the first phase of a participatory engagement
process to support City of Yarra with its on going program of converting underutilised road
spaces into pocket parks. This initial engagement involved an on-site ‘vox-pops’ and a
number of boards with images from which residents and locals could voice their opinion/
provide suggestion about a potential park in the proposed Charles and Mollison Street site.
(appendix 1)

This engagement process provided an effective platform to provide communication,
information and receive feedback on the identification of the corner of Charles and Mollison
Street in Abbotsford as a suitable site for a new pocket pack/ area of urban greenery.

co 4 of
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Monitoring and Evaluation summary report

2.2SITE

{Above: Site specific location of parkiet triaf)

The parklet was proposed to cover an area of Mollison Street which would be temporarily
closed off to traffic (where shown in the red line above). The trial park was proposed to utilise
the road area of Mollison Street, one lane of Charles street and five car existing car spaces to
be temporarily removed.

2.3TIMING
> May 2015: Initial on site engagement and consultation (dotmocracy, vox pops and
1:1 interviews)
> Tuesday 10" November: Council approves go ahead for parklet trial (10 days)
> Wednesday 11" November : Base line data (time lapse camera) recorded

> Thursday 12" - Friday 13" November: Trial parklet installation (including time lapse
camera and on site vox pops.)

> Sunday 15 November: Community BBQ day on site (including vox pops,1:1
interviews, time lapse, dotmocracy and sticker boards installed on site)

> Wednesday 18"; Sunday 215 November: Post installation time lapse recording
including collection and renewal of sticker boards

> Tuesday 25" November: Trial parklet removed

> 18" November- 9" December 2015: 1:1 organised interviews with residents living
opposite the proposed park (various dates, transcripts as per appendix 1.1)

co f
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3. Methodology

3.1PERCEPTIONS OF A PLACE

Understanding human perceptions of a place is a predominantly qualitative assessment that
seeks to convey a unigue identity based on user experience. In this instance CoDesign
utilised a story-telling approach to gather the necessary data by conducting 1:1 and ‘vox pop’
style interviews with people who use (or are directly impacted) by the space.

This methodology is useful for two primary reasons. Firstly, storytelling lends itself to
participatory change processes because it relies on people to make sense of their own
experiences and environments. Secondly, stories can be used to focus on particular
interventions and help inform design briefs and outcomes for improvement works.

Stories were collected by CoDesign staff and interns, directly speaking with users on site in
short periods of 5-10 minutes. Interviews were recorded by pen and paper and subsequently
transcribed (appendix 1). Users were asked a number of questions regarding perceptions of
place, their user behaviour, their ideas and considerations for the space. Users were also
requested to provide information on their locality to site, age range and gender.

Longer term interviews were conducted with some residents directly overlooking the site
{appendix 1.1). All interviews took place on site unless otherwise arranged to be conducted
elsewhere, as per the wishes of the given resident.

This story-telling approach, whilst subjective, has also been supplemented by quantitative
data recorded through an activity known as ‘dot-mocracy.’ This is a process that allows the
community to indicate their preference for particular design element(s) by placing coloured
stickers on pictures that present a possible future design outcome for the site (see pg. 14).
Community members were also asked to fill in stickers to place on boards installed on site
(during the trial) stating:

‘Today | came to the parklet to...” and;
‘ My idea for this space is...’

These stickers are transcribed in appendix 1.2. An example of this event is pictured on pg. 8

3.2 BEHAVIOURS WITHIN A PLACE

The following observational methods were used via time-lapse photography to collect
behavioural data for analysis and evaluation:
> Counting the number of people using the space.

> Identifying site user-groups, including children, dog walkers and transient users {i.e.
those who move directly through the space), as well as people alone and in groups.

Time-lapse photography was used to record the Charles and Mollison St Parklet Trial at 5-
second intervals every day during the trial period. This has made it possible to capture the
use pattern of behaviours in a manner that may be easily compared over time.

Overall the behavioural data has helped to illustrate the number and type of users that
interacted with the site in some way, and provided an understanding of the likely success of a
permanent park in this location (appendix 2).
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Monitoring and Evaluation summary report

4. Summary

4.1 SUMMARY OF INPUTS

In total CoDesign Studio led 33 in-depth conversations with users of the park about how
they currently perceive and engage with the site, including five 1:1 interviews involving local
residents. In total 102 votes were cast on various park design elements. These conversations
were initiated prior to the trial and continued during and post- installation.

Time-lapse photography captured the behaviour of 563 people across four days (one day
pre-install and three days post-install). There was a notable 174% increase in activity
(average daily usage) following the installation of the park. A number of other emerging
themes and insights have been drawn from the M&E data and are summarised below.

Full data sets can be viewed in the appendix documents 01- 03.

4.2 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Users

> The majority of park-users described themselves as ‘local’ (97%) (as recorded
through on-site interviews and vox pops),

> There was an even split between male (53%) and females (47%) (based on vox pox
feedback / on site interviews)

> There was a significant elderly representation (17%) (as per the time lapse footage)

> Most people held a positive perception of the park (70%) after it had been installed
(based on conducted interviews and online feedback mechanisms). It should be
noted that before the trial, CoDesign recorded more conversations voicing concerns
and negativity towards the installation of a parklet (hence its initial pause toward
install).

> There was an average of 57 children in the space per day following the installation (as
per the time lapse footage). Whilst not a conclusive finding (due to the short time
period of pre-recorded data), prior to the install the time lapse showed no children
using the site.

Place Stories (Perceptions of place)

> People felt safe during the day and talked about the friendly atmosphere, however
they felt less safe at night due to a lack of lighting and perceptions of anti-social
behaviour present around the site. This perception was exacerbated by inappropriate
behaviour (namely, the use of drugs) near the site (along Victoria Street). Prior to the
parks installation, there was a common concern that the ‘drug problem’ would
migrate to the new park. During the trial, no evidence was found to suggest that the
parklet encouraged and/or increased this behaviour. In fact, based on the time lapse
footage gathered, ‘anti-social’ behaviour was arguably reduced on-site, with the
greater increase of children and families present over the trial period.

> A number of immediate residents were concerned that the parklet will conflict with
privacy, create excessive noise and inappropriate behaviour. During the parklet
period, some residents concluded that the park was in fact a benefit. However
associations with noise and privacy were still critical issues for some residents
directly overlooking the park.

co 7 of
DESIGN of 30
STUDIO

Yarra City Council — Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda — Tuesday 16 February 2016



Agenda Page 285
Attachment 4 - Monitoring & Evaluation Report

> Prior to the parklet installation some residents voiced that a green space here will
provide an additional, and much needed increase to otherwise lacking green area
within the neighbourhood especially for children and dog users. Others suggested
that this kind of space would simply drawn in anti social behaviour and rubbish. The
initial comments appeared to be the case during the trial, rather than the latter.

> Through on site interviews, a number of residents talked about a lack of direct
community in the area. There was a strong sense of ‘gathering’ that occurred after
the park had been installed with residents forming new neighbourly connections due
to the proximity of the space and the sense of an urban front yard.

Usage Patterns (Behaviours)

> People were more likely to visit the site in groups following the installation of the park
(96%) compared to only 44% before the installation (as per the time lapse footage).

> Alarge number of children and adolescents were observed using the parklet, often in
small groups (as per the time lapse footage and on site observations). On site
interviews with parents suggested that they were confident to allow their children to
go and use the space after its installation during the daytime (i.e. without fear of
safety).

> Groups of children were observed to be having meals (breakfast) on two mornings in
the site (as per the time lapse footage and on site interviews)

> Adolescents were seen to sit in small groups in the site before dusk (on two
occasions, as per the time lapse footage) before leaving the site at nightfall.

> Some residents voiced concerns about the noise of children using the site in the
mornings (on site interviews)

> Many individual users were observed laying down within the space/ stopping and
sitting in the space (as per the time lapse footage)

> No users were observed to be conducting anti-social behaviour (as per the time lapse
footage)

> Generally, people stopped in the space for 5-10 minutes unless in a group of 3 or
more where they were seen to linger for an average of 20-35 minutes (as per the time
lapse footage).

(Above: Initial on site engagement employing dotmocracy and vox pop interviews prior to the trial, May 2015}
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Monitoring and Evaluation summary report

5. Findings

5.1 DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

The following demographic data was collected to capture a broad snapshot of the site user-
groups. This data was gathered through our on site interviews and engagement.

The location of users was gathered during on site consultation, the community BBQ day and
all received feedback whereby community members were asked to identify their location as
either ‘local’ or from elsewhere. Overall, respondents were local and evenly split between
males and females with the greatest percentage (30%) of interviewees between 25-34.

Under 12
Etlf.e- 6%
where
1317
3% 0%

18-24
7%
65;74
Femal 3%
e

55-64
47% 50%

4554 35
10% o

Location Gender Age
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5.2 PERCEPTIONS

Vox Pops

In total CoDesign Studio led 33 in-depth conversations with users of the Charles & Mollison St Parklet
Trial regarding how they currently perceive and engage with the temporary space. These conversations
were held at four critical points in the project time line:

> Once before the installation (Wednesday November 11 2015),

> Twice during the install (Thursday 12 and Friday 13), and

> Once after the installation was complete ('post install’) (Sunday 15 November). A full transcript of
these interviews is in Appendix 1.

neighbourhood
Comments

Abbotsford Mother
la:!avll(mcrnc people Council chks

Analysis from the conducted interviews and dotmocracy
surveys, shows that 70% of these comments were
positive (or mostly positive), with 30% negative (or

eserve -]
mostly negative). This combined figure suggests that Dn; ]mmf;“ :ﬁe olher
despite a level of negative perception/ opinion toward the know pram "C.‘f:]éam
parklet, the majority of users were not adverse to the mlml built hve kids good Only
. " A NEW car 51 Noise time
possibility of a park at this site. ldea parking md opent hese Somgg build

because Never

Wi South
° raffic OTE i oo
Thinks %€ "eizhbours orivan spend
concemed
need Love another

benefits Great about

A general snapshot of the key comments are listed below,
and graphical representation of the most dominant words
are shown in the diagram, right.

Excellent
space
Wednesday 11 November Thursday 12 November and Sunday 15 November
[Pre-Trial] Friday 13 November [During Trial]
“It's a good spot for a park. 'm | [During Installation] “It's so lovely. I live around the

new to the area and a park
here will provide an
opportunity to get to know the
neighbours and build a sense
of community.”

“(The space) is too small and
won't provide enough
benefits.”

“There’s a lack of spaces in
Abbotsford where you can
spend time and connect with
neighbours.”

“l appreciate the need for
green space in Abbotsford,
but there are a number of
concerns relating to a park in
this location”.
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“l love the idea. Why is it only
in for 10 days? How do | make
sure it can be made
permanent?”

“I've been a resident here for
74 years! More green space is
excellent.”

“The noise bounces around
due to hardscape.”

“It's a great idea! I'll tell lots of
people about it.”

“Parks should be built on
vacant sites. Never take road
and car parking for green
space.”

“I'm disappointed it's not in for
longer.

corner and | have a bad knee.
This is a perfect place to stop
on my way to the station.”

“Yesterday we had our
breakfast here.”

“l like this place because | get
to meet kids that | didn't know
live in the area.”
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1:1 Interviews with Residents

Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Manitoring and Evaluation summary report

Effective stakeholder communication was supported through a number of 1:1 interviews with residents
immediately adjoining the Charles and Mollison Streets Parklet Trial. These interviews (between 20-60
minutes) provided a valuable opportunity to gather feedback on the trial as well as potential design
considerations for a permanent park, and discuss any particular concerns held. A full list of these

comments have been recorded and provided as an appendix to this report (appendix 1), with a summary

of key concems listed below.

Invitations were extended to all residents who lived in direct proximity (i.e. overlooking) the parklet, and in

total, six meetings were undertaken with eight community members between 18" November and 9™
December 2015. The key issues obtained from these consultations are summarised below:
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KEY ISSUE NOTES POSSIBLE ACTION
Noise and This was the main concern raised by two of | - Consider engagement of
privacy the residents. acoustic engineer in
Children using the space for ball games and permanent park design.
‘active’ play was seen as the primary noise | - Consider retrofitting
generator. Some concern was also raised balconies directly
about groups of people using the space for | overlooking the site with
picnics and BBQs/ ‘parties’. further privacy elements.
Users of the park had the ability to ‘look - Increase ‘softscape’ to
directly’ into balconies of overlooking ameliorate noise
apartments on Mollison Street. This was a
concern for two residents in particular. . Echourgge’ use of the space
for ‘passive’ uses such as
It should be noted that the residents were sitting and relaxing, deterring
split on this issues of noise and privacy. activities such as ball games
Several of the residents noted that it was within the space.
‘not as bad’ as they had expected, and
were not concerned about the impact of the
permanent park, despite previously
petitioning against it.
However, for some residents (2), the park
directly adjacent to their property posed an
immediate threat in terms of their privacy. It
is critical that these concerns be observed
as per the ‘suggested actions.’
Design Most residents had specific comments - Ensure local residents are
about the design of any permanent park. included in the design
Generally there was a consensus among process of any permanent
residents that play equipment would not be | park.
appr(?prlate for this space due to ‘fhe !ssue - Produce a design brief for
of noise. Safety aspects such as lighting, .
permanent trees affecting building the park that directly
foundations, sight lines of privacy and addresses key f:oncems and
. - needs of all residents
increased rubbish were also key concerns.
Community Many residents made positive comments - Engage with these
Connectedness | about meeting their neighbours for the first new connections in
time in the parklet. future engagement.
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Maonitoring and Evaluation summary report

(continued from
overleaf)

Community
Connectedness

Those with children felt safe to allow their
kids to use the space, encouraging such
behaviour.

- Work with new connections
to help mitigate and facilitate
any future consultations for
the design of a permanent
park.

- Ensure community
inclusiveness (in any further
design/ installations) in order
to instil ownership of the
space.

Traffic & parking

There was mixed feedback regarding traffic
and parking. Some residents commented
that additional pedestrian amenity was
good, while others were concerned about
vehicle access to Mollison Street and the
danger of cars speeding down Charles
Street.

There was generally a negative response to
the loss of parking (six spaces in total on
Mollison Street).

There were concerns among residents that
the installed trial did not exactly reflect the
proposed design (which removed an entire
lane on Charles Street). The installed
parklet only partially took up a lane along
Charles Street.

- Consider making Park
Street two-way between
Mollison and Langridge to
enable easy access to
Mollison Street.

- Consider further road
signage and speed controls
in any further park proposals

- Where possible,
compensate parking as part
of any future proposal(s).

- Employ traffic management
processes

Greenery and
planting

There was a strong sentiment of the space
being a relaxing space, with lots of
greenery.

Some residents were concerned about the
impact of new trees on their building
foundations. This has been an issue in the
past.

- Consider impact of new
trees on Mollison Street
building foundations and
methods to mitigate this
through species type and low
(non tapping) root systems.
Use native plants where
possible

Anti-social
behaviour

Many residents noted that while anti-social
behaviour was a previous concern, it was
not an issue during the trial. Some residents
viewed the use of the park as negative due
to noise and issues of privacy, not anti-
social behaviour.

Some residents suggested that a lack of
anti social behaviour was was due to the
presence of timelapse photography. Others
felt it was due to the beautification, colour
and overall ‘positive feeling’ of the space.

- Consider maintenance and
management of the space
over time to deter anti-social
behaviour.

- Monitor the space by
creating ‘neighbourhood
watch’ style groups directly
invested in the space.
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Chi

Monitoring an

Ideas Sticker Wall

A key focus of the trial was to stimulate discussion among the local community about their ideas for a
permanent pocket park. A simple and effective way to achieve this was to provide nearby residents with
stickers to communicate their suggestions to other park users.

These ideas have been recorded and provided as an Appendix (1), with a word cloud providing a graphic
representation of the key themes below.

The images below are of the stickers provided by CoDesign Studio as a method of collecting ideas,
concerns and thoughts regarding the parklet installation and future site potential:

"8 Concrete
[ o st i
cotch, il

1 SRR AL :
2y S ;.- L] e J

Above Stickers provided to residents and visitors on the Community BBQ day (Sunday 257
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Charle

Maonitoring and Evaluation summar

Dotmocracy

A wall of images (pictured below) was provided to allow community members to indicate their
preference for the use of a permanent pocket park. This activity has provided an impression of what is
important to locals and the types of elements that could be incorporated into a future park design.

In total 102 votes were recorded for the
following five core themes:

A place for
> Greenery (44 votes) Kids to
> Somewhere for kids to play (16 votes) Téif

]

> Artworks (16 votes)
> Places to relax (15 votes)

> Activities (11 votes)
Places to
Relax Activities

15% 11%

The most popular theme was the provision of
green space (44 votes).

Within this theme the following elements received
votes, a space for dogs (12), a veggie patch (13),
green walls (2) and a flower garden (10).

Space for kids to play received 16 votes. Within this
theme the playground was the most popular
element (9), followed by a seesaw (4), climbing wall
(2) and interactive equipment (1).

The integration of artwork in the space also
received 16 votes. Within this theme murals
received 9 votes, followed by hanging lights (4) and
sculptures (3).

Places for people to relax received 15 votes. Within
this theme temporary seating received the most
votes (10), followed by a grassed area (3) and the
wooden benches seen at the Oxford Street pocket
park in Collingwood received 2 votes.
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Manitoring and Evaluation summary report

5.3 BEHAVIOURS

Time-lapse Data

The time-lapse data captured activity within the Charles St Parklet Trial before, during and after the trial,
revealing a snapshot of human behaviour within the park on the following dates:

Pre-Trial

> Wednesday 11th November (Note: the pre-trial data is limited due to the project being deferred
pending a Council Meeting.)

During Trial
> Sunday 15th November (Community BBQ day)
> Wednesday 18th November
>  Saturday 21th November

The time lapse camera takes a photo every 5 seconds. Individuals cannot be recognised through this
form of recording, however use patterns and numbers can be assessed. Further details of behavioural
patterns on site during the recorded periods, can be found in Appendix 03.

The data during the trial has been analysed between 8.00am and 8.00pm at 15-minute intervals by
counting the number and types of users interacting with the space (appendix 2). In total 61 people were
counted using the space on the Wednesday prior to installation, with 299 people on Sunday 15", 114
people on Wednesday 1** and 89 on Saturday 21°'. Given the data on Sunday was captured during the
community working bee, the amount of people using the park on this day should be considered an
anomaly.

Please note, as transient users are defined as people who walk through the space without stopping,
these numbers are not included in the total people figures (except for the pre trial analysis whereby all
users are arguably transient)

Graphs and tables of recorded data follows overleaf...
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Manitoring and Evaluation summary report

PRE-TRIAL:
WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER

Under 18 0

Users with Dogs 1

Users with prams 2

Transient users 61

Users in Groups 27

Sole Users 34

Total people 61 Usersin Groups  Sole Users Total people

TOTAL USERS (PRE INSTALL) WEDNESDAY 11th NOVEMBER
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DURING TRIAL:
SUNDAY 15" NOVEMBER (COMMUNITY BBQ DAY)

Under 18 122
290 299
Users with Dogs 10
With prams 3
Transient users 48
Users in Groups 290
Sole Users 9
9
Total people 299
Users in Groups Sole Users Total people
TOTAL USERS (BBQ DAY) SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER
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a 25
>
o 20
% Total users (Groups + Alone)
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10 Transient Users
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DURING TRIAL:
WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER

Under 18 29 114
Users with Dogs 8 105

Users with Prams 3

Transient Users 41

Users in Groups 105

Sole Users 9 9

Total People 114 .

Users in Groups  Sole Users Total People

TOTAL USERS (POST INSTALL) WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER
30

25

[l
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TOTAL USERS

30

25

DURING TRIAL:
SATURDAY 21°" NOVEMBER

Under 18 21

89

Users with Dogs 8 75

Users with Prams 6

Transient Users 82

Users in Groups 75 14

Sole Users 14 : -

Users in Sole Users Total People

Total People 89 Groups

TOTAL USERS (POST TRIAL) SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER

20

15

10

Total users (Groups + Alone)

Groups

Transient Users

8:30
9:00
9:30
10:00
10:30

8:00:00 AM
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Maonitoring and Evaluation summary report

5.4 FINDINGS

Time-lapse conclusions
The time-lapse data captured provides evidence that throughout the recorded time periods, the site had:
> More users on site than previously (during the recorded pre trial analysis) with 563 people
recorded over the observation period
> A notable 174% increase in site usage following the trial installation
> No anti-social behaviour
> Highest use during the middle of the day/ lunchtimes as well as breakfast times on the weekends
> Minor use during late afternoon/ nightfall
> Joggers, walkers, people with dogs, cyclists using using the site/ moving through the site.
>  Elderly (predominantly) sitting and utilising benches as a pause point
> Children frequently playing on the pallet structures in the afternoons
> Users laying/ relaxing and reading on site during afternoon periods
> Children eating breakfast on site (on the weekend data recorded)

> @Groups sitting in circles on the pallet structures and socialising during afternoons and early
evenings.

Full recordings of the time lapse data is available on

6. Conclusions

6.1 SUMMARY

This report has provided a summary of the monitoring and evaluation conducted by CoDesign Studio
through various means to assess:

. Human perceptions of a place, and,

Il. Human behaviours within a place,
at the 10 day parklet trial site in Abbotsford along Mollison street intersecting with Charles Street.
Through methods of 1:1 on site interviews, dotmocray, time lapse recording and other means

summarised, this report has provided data to aid in qualifying whether or not a permanent park at this site
is an appropriate future capital works investment for Council.

6.2 QUESTIONS OF PERMANENCY

The summary concludes that despite some key concerns, a park at Charles and Mollison would
predominately be supported by locals if put forward as a permanent design. With that said, it is critical
that the design and subsequent install of any permanent intervention on site be closely conceived
working with, and for the affected local residents. Those residents that are directly affected by the
proximity of the space must be heard and closely engaged with as part of the design brief and process.

The trial has assisted in fostering a greater sense of community, which in turn should be utilised as a base
to leverage further design and consultation. Working with existing relationships, Council can mitigate
conflict and issues that may arise during a design proposal. It is critical that the concerns of all residents
be heard, but also that the positive responses (70%) to the trial be noted and not supplanted by negative
criticisms (30%).
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Maonitoring and Evaluation summary report

It is imperative that any design for the site continue with the initiated 1:1 engagement, and that the design
pbrief take into consideration the key issues identified, including (but not limited to):

> Noise and privacy

> Planting palette and root structures

> Traffic regulation (speed, safety and access); parking

>  Site behaviour and the promotion of the site as a pocket park (i.e. not a playground/ busy picnic
area)

> Site safety (lighting, site lines, pedestrian and user flow)
> Site management & maintenance (including waste and site monitoring)

In conclusion, based on this evaluation summary and all other inclusive findings of the project (including
the initial engagement, the design and installation of the trial parklet, and subsequent evaluation), that a
permanent park at the intersection of Charles and Mollison Streets Abbotsford would be a positive, and
highly worthwhile additional green space in the City of Yarra.

Despite some clear issues which must be addressed in any given design brief for the site, and the need
for open and continuous dialogue with residents, the overall conclusions from the 10 day installation and
this report, suggest that a permanent park can, and should be a future capital investment for Council.

7. Appendix

The following documents are available as attachments to this report:

APPENDIX 01
> 11 1:1 interviews with residents (transcripts overleaf in word format)
> 1.2 Dotmocracy survey (excel pdf insert)
> 1.3 Vox Pop Surveys (excel pdf insert)
> 1.4 Sticker Wall (excel pdf insert)
> 1.5 Miscellaneous comments (excel pdf insert)

APPENDIX 02

> Charles and Mollison St Timelapse Data (excel spread sheet including timelapse data recordings.

NB this file in (excel formal) is available on request and not included in this document due to size.
Time lapse recordings (mp4 format) are also available on request but are not included in this
document due to size)

Appendix overleaf
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Monitoring and Evaluation summary report

APPENDIX 1.1
1:1 INTERVIEWS

Note:

Following the initial consultation period for the Charles & Mollison street project, it emerged that some of
residents in the townhouses on the south side of Mollison Street, that overlook the proposed park
location, had concerns about the project. Given their proximity to the space, individual meetings were
held with these househalds to learn more about their concerns and discuss ways they might be
addressed. Below is a summary of each of these meetings.

MOLLISON STREET HOUSEHOLD MEETING #1
Date:18 Nov 2015

Meting venue: Collingwood Town Hall (Margaret Oates Room)

Unacceptable aspects of project include:

Noise — very close in evening (drinking & talking)

Activities in the park — smoking, drinking, noise at 8pm

Rubbish

Safety — pot plants moved (drug use - it's happened before)
Privacy- people always watching

View into balcony and bedroom/personal space

Pocket parks not good near office/restaurant or apartments
Trial park has bought conflict (should have bought harmony)

Fix

Move activity away from residents (too close - move 30m away)

Organise celebrations of special days (Australia Day etc)

(above: meeting discussion white board notes)
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MOLLISON STREET HOUSEHOLD MEETING # 2
Date: 23 Nov 2015

Meting venue: Collingwood Town Hall (Margaret Oates Room)

Unacceptable aspects of project include:

Noted trial length had been reduced
Street closure
Trees destabilised foundations

Have observed anti-social behaviour over the years: things have been stolen from front doorstep, camera
is a deterrent

Lennox/Victoria Street is an example of anti-social behaviour. Getting worse, Police don't seem to be
doing anything

Noise levels — sometimes work from home. Have been people in the space until sunset; dogs, party’s in
the park (two kids parties on Sunday).

Privacy (front door and balconies open up). All rooms face the park — cannot open windows

Park has been used for activities including: basketball, football, bikes, scooters, badminton). This could
cause broken windows and there have been children playing on the footpath.

Fix

Work with owners corporation
Include syringe disposal units
Shift park away from front door

Do not allow active uses

{above: meeting discussion white board notes)
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Maonitoring and Evaluation summary report

MOLLISON STREET HOUSEHOLD MEETING # 3

Date: 24 Nov 2015

Meting venue: Three Bags Full, Abbottsford

Melaleuca tree removed years ago — would like any new trees to be natives

Qak trees in Mollison Street that were planted years ago caused property damage and have since been
removed. Were an inappropriate species choice

The noise generated from the trial park is mainly from children, doesn’t really affect Eamon so much
(more of an issue for Cindy and Anne)

Strongly feel that the park doesn’t need to be a children’s playground, but rather a place of
meditation/tranquillity

Don’t want the space to encourage ball games etc.
People with prams etc. using the space

Noise is mainly generated by kids

Privacy not so much an issue for Eamon

Likes the idea of a place for serenity

Haven’t noticed an increase in anti-social behaviour since park has gone in. Police have strong presence
in Abbotsford

Would like access from Park Street (between Langridge and Mollison Streets to be made two-way).
Could be achieved, some loss of parking required).

CCTV cameras would deter drug activity

Request that Council let residents know that there would be a consultant engaged to design the park

MOLLISON STREET HOUSEHOLD MEETING # 4

Date: 25 Nov 2015

Meting venue: Three Bags Full, Abbottsford

Has not experienced privacy issues

In favour of park, likes being able to see it, sees a use for it

Comfortable that privacy/.noise issues can be mitigated

Against playground equipment

Likes that it is not a big intersection that no-one uses

Enjoys view from living area (especially given that Hoddle Street is 300m away)
Good to have somewhere close by to relax outside, where you don't have to walk too far
Enjoys seeing kids in the area

Good community gathering space

Recommended watching the Human Effect (a Jan Gehl documentary)

Enjoys that cars are dominating the space

Drug use hasn’t gotten worse. Two separate communities (not impacted by drug users). Mostly happens
on Victoria Street.
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet
Maonitoring and Evaluation summary report

MOLLISON STREET HOUSEHOLD MEETING #5
Date: 2 Dec 2015
Meting venue: Mavis the Grocer, Vere Street, Abbotsford

The recent construction in the street (not park related) has caused a lot of disruption to residents. The
scaffolding that was in place as part of the building render took longer than expected and then residents
only had a three week period of no works before the park was constructed. So there has been a lot of
disruption in their immediate environment

Has observed the space a lot as a result of doing some work from home. Has seen lots of young mums
with toddlers using the space

Has also used the space of an evening. Has talked to mums and feels that the trial worked well because
it was a clean space, very safe, well maintained etc.

Is concerned that other parks in Yarra are not well maintained and is not confident in Council's capacity
to maintain this space over time

Also thinks that nearby parks are not well used

Would like to see a ten point plan to address issues. For example, work with experts to determine things
such as:

How to delineate park from building
Noise abatement

Privacy issues

MOLLISON STREET HOUSEHOLD MEETING # 6

Date: 9 Dec 2015

Meting venue: Collingwood Town Hall (Margaret Oates Room)

The noise has been intolerable

Most of the noise has been generated by children playing and it travels up to windows

Neighbour (Eamon Veaney) has an awning and this serves as a sound lessening device

Would only support project if the noise issue was addressed (ie. Council paid for an awning, shutters etc.)

Overall was not opposed to the idea of a park, provided noise issue could be addressed

End of appendix 1.1
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APPENDIX 1.2
DOTMOCRACY

APPENDIX 1.2DOTMOCRACY

Dog Park

Veggie Patch

Green Wall

Greenery 44 Tree

Flower Garden

Skip Seating

Trees and Path

Books

Giant Monopoly

Fusbal

Table Tennis

Beach Chairs
Beanbag

Places to Relax 15 Curved Wooden Bench
Concrete Bench
Grassed Area
Xylophone (Interactive)

Activities 11

Somewhere For Kids Log Seesaw
to Play 16 Playground
Climbing Wall

Colourful Block Playground
Greenery mural

Stream Mural on Road
Artworks 16 Banana Sculpture

Hanging Lights

Yellow Ribbon Sculpture
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Charles & Mollison Streets Parklet

Monitoring and Evaluation summary report

APPENDIX 1.3

VOX POP INTERVIEW

(NB THIS DOCUMENT IS AVAILABLE AS A SEPARATE ATTACHMENT ON REQUEST AT LARGER SIZE)
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APPENDIX 1.4
STICKER WALL

i! idea for this space is...

Dog Park

fun area for kids to enpy playing and meeting pecple. A green space for
BVE| &

To be part of community.

Hang out and meet other people in a relaxing place.

To have a bok at what was h nin

To turn the temporary park into a permanent one - good for the kids.

Support the wonderful idea of a new park. | love it!!

green space fo hangout, relax + enjoy a quiet moment.

Enjoy come greenerey with the loeal community.
heck itout.

Space for games and playing and greenery for relaxing
Seafing, shade, community aotivi

See the eoace... and meet people.

Permanent park - we love it!!

Fantastic go ahead Permanent!
Show my support, meet come neighbours, & in the sun. Pi dig up the asphalt and grow more plants, elose off more slreets
Enjoy come greenery with the local community. rorete table tennic table (like Paric) and hoj h equarec
Show my o rt for the great space Well lit, family friendly (pl un
Love it! Fun
To have breakfast A mini playground, somewhere to play
Sit in gun Keepit! Nioe + quiet
Hang out + cee the park | like this made park. | lke the way it changes the street dynamic + traffio
To check it out and kids activities As is nice - good 1o see more green
Weet neighbours, watoh my kide have a great time, pat dogs and
relax As e, but permanent
Su coureils initiative oddler frien
ress my dissatistaction with the whole proposal Leave it as it was _

Support the proposal! mon sensel) Meet neighbours Farmers market! Christmas BEQ!
Fun Plants
Meet the community! Port-arlco?
Hang with looal hipeter personality Fob Pool, _bar, DU, |
Enjoy beingoutside Permanent pask!
Play Seesaw
Hang out |Gresn
Meet others and be part of my local community. |Seats, BBQ.
Because if's awesome Mothing, it's awesome
[Eat my inch Mo through traffic

‘e totaly against this park. We totally expose thic publio watohing us.
Hawe fun ) Gresn

Do it beoause it rooke!!!!

A permanent park for all to enpy

etable n

Shade cloth, or more shade. Aboriginal artwork.

ILnEe a swimming pool

[A friendly oommuni

|A shared community spaoe that ic green and wekboming
Play ground, keep it

ople!

|Drink tap, water for doge

|More chade frui trees, vegie garden Aboriginal art work

Heepit! Just add some play equip.

ITo enjoy myseif

To have a play ground! Permanent

Green space and places to hang out

Support the City of Yarra in trialling innovative ideas to improve the
lives of residents.

More chade
IMake it bi;et! Make it greener! Create 10 more!

A little track for kids to ride their soooters around

Lawn and pl id, trees and bushes

A place | oan sit outside andwork without having to buy coffee in acafe

Gicod spaces, very noe

Mot good for human righte. Mo privacy for neighboure

[An exemise station

(Coummunal vege patch

Meet the neighbours, sit outside, read

Have a pionic with my next door neighbours

Enjoy the parklet

Street enterstainment at iate fimes, busking, magic, jugalers
Ernjoy the cutdoors with friend rt 2

No playa d, well lit, F h, 4 Square, line, a bar on wheels,
mmunity garden, food truoks, BEQ, Backetball Bar onwheels, skate park,
market

heok itout, play with my friend, ohillax

Keep it looking the same, no to much conorete, wildibwers, pallets, soft fake
rass

Understandthe ibilities

Greenery, relaxation
Would love a park in the cpace, opencommunal space
mmunity vegie garden, backetball_exercice equipment

Coffee caravan, exercise equipment
'Biake‘lbal. EBQ
Serve families, pets, cpace to enjoy

place lo feel refreched from walching ohildren play, talking with people,
citting for a while

(NB this document is
available as a separate
attachment on

request)
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APPENDIX 1.5
MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS

Comment Positive | Negative | Person X | PersonY

This is the best thing that happened to the neighbourhood - Unity and Harmony X

We have not been so busy since this park set up! X

This is not your backyard! o X
Why do you block opinion? You want to broken (sic) people's life X X
Where do you live? Can we go fo your noise play? (sic) X X
Stop the park X X
We cannot sleep during night! X X
‘We cannot work during day as we tired! (sic) X

Open space X

No park! X

Get sun X

‘Yes, please leave it here! X DX
Can we ship this park back your home? X

Resilient parks = resilient people X

Yes, very nice X

This park must stay!!! X

No park! i X
No privacy for people watching in front of the park X X
The property developers handballed the problem to council. Who put this here? X X
There was no proper consultation! i

We live in front of this park, itis very disturbed (sic) b

You can set up this park if front of office, not residential. X

Edible Garden!! X X
Strangers just looking us privacy. We live like prisoners! We will opppose this park. X

Sustainable communities X

Resilient cormmunities X X

This is not Town Hall X X

Can we shift this park in front of your house? It's freel X X

No park! X

Breathe in fresh air. Its freel X

Let's get debate going X

This is funded by developers not your rates! X

This is nota new idea, just a great ideal X X
Get back my peaceful life - Cindy X

Wrong Spotl X

Lack of open space = obesity and other health issues X X

NO park forever 24

Should be in a big park, not here %

The best cities have these open spaces X X

Qur home has been opened also X

Shut it! X
IMove this away! X i
We oppose this park! Give back my peacful life! Cindy X

This is city! X X
Too close my home. Too many noise. We cannot open the window! Cindy i X

This is restaurant! X

Mot so close X

A space for everyone X

TOTAL 18 30 6 13
(NB this document is available as a separate attachment on request)
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Chi

Monitoring on

Parklet trial community BBQ day Sunday 15 November

END OF REPORT
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Charles and Mollison Streets Park Trial On-line Forum
Q1: What do you like about the trial park?
Post . No. of
No. Support | Neither | Oppose Posts |Reasons Other Post Name
1 1 Met neighbours, quiet spot. Local resident EmilyB
1 2 . . . . X
2 Great asset for the community; proactively creating green space Local resident Tim
3 4 The space is too narrow; noisy for residents, too close to the building.
3 Previous street trees too close to building. Mollison St resident Mollison St resident
4 1 3 |Parkis fantastic Resident of the building? |iheartabbs
5 1 Great intiative; a space for local people to come together Local resident wombat
2 More relaxed, community connection, meeting neighbours. Manage
6 antisocial behaviour Local resident Funnyl
1 Meet neighbours, young children in a 'low key recreational space’.
7 Make it permanent Local resident Elizabeth
Council won't address resident's concerns; no forum for dissenting
8 1 2 voices. Mollison St resident PAC
1 ) Keep the park until Council decision is made. Love the park, met new
9 neighbours, family oriented. Resident of the building  |Happy Resident
Design/implementation phase could take 18 mnths. Do not support
1 6 |children's playground. Need a design which enhances rather than
detracts from the area. Wants further consultation in design process. |Resident with overlooking
10 Need to address noise & antisocial behaviour. balcony eamonveaney
1 3 Why wasn't park built in big development nearby? Large park across
11 Gipps Street bridge. Poll the local residents! Resident of the building  [Michael
12 1 > As per Michael; loss of car parking. How many parks do we need? Resident of the building  |mmcguire
Loved it - would like more established plantings, exercise or play
1 equipment; extend to other side of Charles also; enhances
13 experience of the community. Local resident addyapple
1 5 Agree, Gipps St residents would like one too. Love plants, quiet &
14 tranquility. Great place to meet people. Local resident Abbotsford rocks
1 Great space for her toddler to play in; not enough public spaces in
15 this area. Local resident Kimi
1 4 More parks the better; other nearby parks are well used. Trees,
16 shade, less traffic, unstructured public space. Local resident Daniel
1 3 No-one using it; make better use of existing parks. There are parks
17 everywhere. Local resident Louise
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18 1 Nice having another break from concrete Local resident John Gayler
19 1 Her pre-schooler enjoyed the space. Liked the plants & mature trees. |Local resident vicoz
20 1 Makes good use of a small area. Loves the garden beds & benches. Local resident Daontstopthepop
21 Noisy, intrudes on privacy. Resident of the building  |resident
22 Nasty strangers in area. Noisy. Resident of the building? |Steve
Parks all over the place. Petition ignored by Council. Lost peace &
23 quiet. Trees have caused damage. Loud drinkers in park. Resident of the building  |anne01
24 Consultation closes 27th Nov Yarra administrator
25 1 Trees & plantings, peaceful & private. Local resident Christine
26 1 Great idea; one in Cremorne too. Local resident Alyson
1 Great for toddler. Never chatted with so many locals. Need plan to
27 minimise unsociable behaviour, Local resident Park St
28 1 Builds a sense of community. Local resident lo
29 1 Good in high density area; leg-stretching spot for toddlers. Local resident Sceno
1 Far exceeded his expectations. Connects the community, greens our
30 suburb, promotes liveability. Local resident - lives nearbyjbutcher
1 Inspiring for what our urban spaces could be - linking families &
31 communities. Local resident raphael
32 1 Love it, make permanent. Local resident Chris234
33 1 Meet neighbours, feel more connected, sit in sun & relax. Local resident Go Abbotsford
34 1 Met many local residents; everyone enjoying themselves Local resident DS
35 1 Live very close, kids love it; meeting, play, comunal space. Local resident - lives nearbyBugalugs
36 1 Agrees with Bugalugs. Lovely community day; a little green oasis. Local resident urbangirl
1 Shared open space for sunshine, outdoors, meeting neighbours in a
37 relaxed setting. Local resident abbotsford_adam
Many families enjoying park. Make space for toddlers to play. Include
1 sun lounges. Mature trees on north side to ensure privacy & noise
38 mitigation. Local resident ollie
Connect with local community, nearby & safe. Bench seats &
1 everlasting flowers good. Maybe a physical barrier at each end for
39 kids. Local resident Kirsten
40 1 Awesome Local resident Keith
1 A place to retreat & relax, for children to play, & provides a green
space. Local resident GDSyarra
1 Meeting neighbours, sitting in sun, coming together as a community. |Mollison 5t resident Brett Eastwood
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Support the park, but some people not addressing "What do you like

1
about the trial park?" Live opposite the park James73
2 Local residents, want to see it made permanent. Local residents John and Judy
2 Mollison St residents, fully support proposed park. Mollison St residents DandJ
1 Really excited about park. Local resident Raphaelites
Totals 40 1 8 86

Q2: If the trial park was to become permanent, what features
would you like to see installed?

A tranquil place for relaxation & meditation rather than a children's
playground

Resident with overlooking

eamonveaney (1)

Agrees. No need for additional play equipment. Wifi hotspot & small
exercise set.

Abbotsford rocks

AgreesNon-structured equipment better in relatively small space. Park St
No play equipment - make a relaxed & calm space. Ped crossing

access at Gipps & Charles Streets. Funnyl
Privacy issues can be addressed with smart design. Discourage a

‘party space’ - maybe not tables. Create a clear ped & cyclist thru-

path. Good space to take some 'respite’. Elizabeth

1. Replace corrugated fence opposite, or commission street art on it.
2. For deliveries, open up Park St to 2 way traffic between Langridge
& Park / Mollison. (3) Plant trees only with great care.

eamonveaney (2)

Remove parking on left side between Mollison & Langridge for access
to properties - stop sign at intersection Park/Mollison, no-entry on
other side.

eamonveaney (3)

Change the remaining car park spots on Mollison from Charles to
Park to permit holders only, for guest parks.

eamonveaney (4)

Provide some sort of removable shade cloth & bicycle parking, water

station & doggy bag with bin. Support artwork on corrugated fence iheartabbs
Agree, but green shade better - provide smaller trees. Also other

greeneryeg) edible plants (herbs, fruit) & flowers. Comfy seating, urbangirl
Epworth hospital hasa wooden table, bench seating & a shaded

canopy - shade doesn't need to be green. If plant trees that don't eamonveaney
impact on foundations, then select natives to attract birds. (5,6,7,8,9)
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Install herb / vegie gardens. If possible, mark out space for

hopscotch. Dontstopthepop
Don't support a veggie patch. Abbotsford rocks
Lawn, play area for kids, trees/bushes. Kimi

Noise reduction/privacy devices eg) awnings & shutters for Mollison

St residences. No noisy play area. Steve

Larger trees. More soft surfaces to lie or sit on. Daniel

As per now - trees, flowers, places to sit. Pond? Tinted windows for

nearby apartment owners or plant trees opposite their balcony

spaces. Christine

Make it bigger, from Charles to Park Sts! More trees for shade &

screening, & real grass. lo

Can't extend,Need to access garages. Install CCTV cameras to deter
antisocial behaviour.

eamonveaney (10, 11)

Keep the multi-purpose style crates. Install picnic tables, and shade. Park st
Fenced off toddler play area (baby boom in area). Provide shade. Sceno
Play equipment for younger kids, exercise facilities, raised garden

beds. DS
Exercise station, somewhere to read & relax, green space. addyapple
Play items for kids, seating benches, trees & gardens. GDSyarra

Trees & flower beds.

Brent Eastwood

Seating, attractive sculpture garden areas, lawn.

John and Judy

Summary of Suggested Features:

Includes play
1. Play equipment - support 5 sculpture; fence off for
oppose 5 toddlers
2. Exercise station - support 3
3. Provide tables/benches -support 3
oppose 1
4. Provide seating -support 5
5. Provide lawn/grass -support 5
Some suggest smaller
species to prevent
6. Plant trees -support 8 damage; one for
maybe 1 natives
7. Removable shade cloth or shade canopy - support 2
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8. Other greenery / garden beds -support 6
9. Herb/veggie garden -support 1
oppose 1

10. Create tranquil place forrelaxation -support 4

11. Replace corrugated fence or implement artwork -support 3

12. Miscellaneous - Wifi hot spot; bike parking; water station; doggy
bag; ped/cyclist thru-path; hopskotch; keep crates; pond;
awnings/shutters/tinted windows; CCTV cameras.
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Traffic Engineers and Transport Planners

Traffic Engineering Evaluation

Trial Pocket Park
at
Mollison Street, Abbotsford

Prepared For

City of Yarra

Traffix Group Pty Ltd ABN 32 100 481 570

Address: Suite 8, 431 Burke Road, Glen Iris Victoria 3146
Telephone: 03 9822 2888 Website: www.traffixgroup.com.au
Email: admin@traffixgroup.com.au

Yarra City Council — Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda — Tuesday 16 February 2016



Agenda Page 314

Attachment 6 - Traffix Report 2016

TraffixGroup e
Traffic Engineering Evaluation
Mollison Street, Abbotsford: Trial Pocket Park

Traffic Engineering Evaluation

Trial Pocket Park
at
Mollison Street, Abbotsford

Document Control

Issue No. | Type Date | Prepared By | Approved By
A Draft 18/12/2015 B Hodges W de Waard
B Final 28/01/2016 B Hodges W de Waard

Our Reference: G17559R-02B

COPYRIGHT: The ideas and material contained in this document are the property of Traffix Group (Traffix Group Pty Ltd — ABN 32 100 481 570,
Traffix Survey Pty Ltd — ABN 57 120 461 510, Traffix Design Pty Ltd — ABN 41 060 899 443). Use or copying of this document in whole or in part
without the written permission of Traffix Group constitutes an infringement of copyright.

LIMITATION: This report has been prepared on behalf of and for the exclusive use of Traffix Group's client, and is subject to and issued in
connection with the provisions of the agreement between Traffix Group and its client. Traffix Group accepts no liability or responsibility

whatsoever for or in respect of any use of or reliance upon this report by any third party.
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Traffic Engineering Evaluation
Mollison Street, Abbotsford: Trial Pocket Park
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1 Introduction

Traffix Group has been engaged by City of Yarra to evaluate the traffic and parking impacts of a
temporary road closure of Mollison Street associated with a trial pocket park.

This report considers the traffic and parking impacts resulting from the road closure during the trial
period on Mollison Street between Park Street and Charles Street.

2 Background

The Yarra Open Space Strategy identified the intersection of Mollison Street / Charles Street in
Abbotsford as a potential future open space location. The strategy identified that the installation of
a park would involve either the full or partial closure of Mollison Street and/or Charles Street at the
intersection.

In July 2014, Council’'s Open Space Planning and Design department commenced preliminary design
for the potential park at Mollison Street / Charles Street. Four (4) preliminary options were
developed that involved various traffic modifications at the Mollison Street / Charles Street
intersection.

In August 2014, Council engaged Traffix Group to undertake a traffic engineering review of the four
options considering the traffic and parking impacts. The assessment identified an alternative park
layout which involved a road closure on Mollison Street west of Charles Street as the preferred
option from a traffic and parking perspective.

Based on the traffic engineering input, Council further developed the preferred layout and in early
2015 Council undertook consultation with the local community. The community feedback indicated
that many residents were interested in a park at this locations, however, there were a number of
concerns in relation to noise, negative behaviour, parking and traffic congestion.

Based on the above, Council proposed to develop a trial pocket park for a short period to allow the
local community to experience the park and allow for the evaluation of the potential impacts.

3 Trial Pocket Park

The trial pocket park was developed based on the preferred option of a full road closure of Mollison
Street on the west approach to the Charles Street intersection. An aerial photograph showing the
indicative area of the road closure is provided in Figure 1 below, with a photograph of the Charles
Street closure provided at Figure 2.

The temporary road closure was implemented for a trial period between Friday, 13" November,
2015 and Wednesday 25" November 2015.

The closure was physically implemented through the installation of water filled barriers at each end
of the closure with temporary road works signage. A pedestrian crossing (zebra) was also installed
on the Charles Street north approach to the Mollison Street intersection.
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A total of seven (7) parking spaces were removed on Mollison Street to accommodate the trial
pocket park, including five (5) angle parking spaces on the south side of the road and two (2) parallel

parking spaces on the north side of the road. No parking spaces were affected on Charles Street,
with all temporary barriers located within existing ‘No Stopping’ areas.

Source; Nearmap

Figure 2: Trial Pocket Park — Mollison Street Road Closure at Charles Street
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4 Study Area

The study area generally incorporates the local road network bounded by Gipps Street, Nicholson

Street, Langridge Street and Raphael Street.

The locality plan of the study area and location of the potential road closure is shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Study Area Locality Plan

A description of the road network in the study area is provided in the following sections.

5 Road Network

5.1 Mollison Street
Mollison Street is a Council local road that extends east-west between Nicholson Street in the east

and Park Street in the west.
Mollison Street generally consists of a 14.5m wide carriageway (accommodating one traffic lane in

either direction) to the east of Charles Street, with 90° angled parking on the north side of the street
and kerbside parallel parking on the south side of the street. To the west of Charles Street, Mollison
Street consists of a 14m wide carriageway (accommodating one traffic lane in either direction) and

Page 3
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indented 60° angled parking on the south side of the street and kerbside parallel parking on the
north side of the street. There is an existing full road closure at Nicholson Street.

A ‘Give Way’' control applies at the intersection with Charles Street. It is noted that the east-west
alignment at the Mollison Street and Charles Street cross intersection is slightly offset due to the
angle parking switching between the north and south sides.

A speed limit of 40km/h applies to Mollison Street in the vicinity of Charles Street.

Photographs of Mollison Street are shown below.

Figure 4: Mollison Street (Charles Street to Lt Figure 5: Mollison Street (Charles Street to
Charles Street, view east) Park Street, view west)

5.2 Charles Street

Charles Street is a Council local road that extends north-south between Vere Street in the north and
Victoria Street in the south.

Charles Street generally consists of a 14m wide carriageway with a single traffic lane in each
direction. Parking is permitted on both sides of the street with kerbside parallel parking on the west
side and 90° angled parking on the east side.

Splitter islands are located at the approaches to Gipps Street and Langridge Street. A ‘Stop’ control
applies at the intersection with Langridge Street, and a ‘Give Way' control applies at the intersection

with Gipps Street.
A speed limit of 40km/h applies to Charles Street in the vicinity of Mollison Street.

Photographs of Charles Street are shown below.
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Figure 6: Charles Street (Mollison Street to Figure 7: Charles Street (Gipps Street to
Gipps Street, view north) Mollison Street, view south)

5.3 Park Street

Park Street is a Council local road that extends north-south between Johnston Street in the north and

Victoria Street in the south.

Park Street generally consists of an 8m wide carriageway with a single traffic lane permitting
southbound traffic flow only. Kerbside parallel parking is permitted on both sides of the street.

A ‘Give Way’ control applies at the intersection with Langridge Street.
A speed limit of 40km/h applies on Park Street in the study area.

Photographs of Park Street are shown below.

Figure 8: Park Street (Langridge Street to Figure 9: Park Street (Gipps Street to
Mollison Street, view north) Mollison Street, view south)
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5.4 Gipps Street

Gipps Street is a Council collector road that extends east-west between Victoria Crescent in the east
and Wellington Street in the west.

Gipps Street generally consists of a 14.7m wide carriageway which includes 2.7m-3.0m wide parking
lanes and 1.8m wide bicycle lanes on both sides of the street. Gipps Street consists of a 2.7m wide
traffic lane in each direction. Kerbside parallel parking is permitted on both sides of the street.

Road humps are located on Gipps Street between Park Street and Charles Street and between
Charles Street and Little Charles Street. The Gipps Street and Nicholson Street intersection is a
signalised cross intersection.

A speed limit of 40km/h applies on Gipps Street in the study area.

Photographs of Gipps Street are shown below.

Gipps Street (at Park Street, view east) Gipps Street (at Charles Street, view west)

Langridge Street
Langridge Street is a Council major road that extends east-west between Nicholson Street in the east
and Smith Street in the west.

Langridge Street generally consists of a 14.6m wide carriageway which includes 2.7m wide parking
lanes and 1.8m wide bicycle lanes on both sides of the street. Langridge Street consists of a 2.8m
wide traffic lane in each direction. Kerbside parallel parking is permitted on both sides of the street.

Road humps are located on Langridge Street between Raphael Street and Park Street and between
Charles Street and Little Charles Street. ‘Stop’ controls and a pedestrian crossing are located at the
Langridge Street approach to the Langridge Street and Nicholson Street T-intersection.

A speed limit of 40km/h applies to Langridge Street in the study area.

Photographs of Langridge Street are shown below.

G17559R-02B Page 6

Yarra City Council — Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda — Tuesday 16 February 2016



Agenda Page 324

Attachment 6 - Traffix Report 2016

Traffic Engineering Evaluation
Mollison Street, Abbotsford: Trial Pocket Park

Figure 10: Langridge Street (Charles Street to Figure 11: Langridge Street (Charles Street to
Lt Charles Street, view east) Park Street, view west)
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6 Traffic and Parking Conditions

Traffix Group has undertaken data collection of the traffic and parking conditions on streets in the
study area during the temporary road closure associated with trial pocket park. This has generally
replicated the data collection prior to the temporary road closure to allow for direct comparisons of

the data sets.
A summary of traffic and parking conditions based on the data collected is presented in the following

sections.
6.1 Traffic Conditions

6.1.1 Traffic Volumes
Traffic volumes were obtained from seven-day (i.e. one week) automatic tube counts at ten (10)

locations in the study area as shown in Figure 12.
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Tube #  Location Tube #  Location
1 Mollison 5t btw Lt. Charles 5t and Nicholson 5t 3] Lt. Charles 5t btw Gipps 5t & Mollison St
2 Mollison 5t btw Charles 5t & Lt. Charles 5t 7 Lt. Charles 5t btw Mollison 5t & Langridge St
3 Mollison St btw Park St & Charles 5t 8 Park St btw Gipps 5t & Mollison 5t
4 Charles St btw Gipps 5t & Mollison St 9 Park St btw Mollison 5t & Langridge St
5 Charles St btw Mollison 5t & Langridge St 10 Raphael St btw Gipps St & Langridge St

Figure 12: Tube Count Location Map
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The counts were undertaken across the following dates:
e ‘Before’ Counts (August 2014) — 21* August 2014 to 27" August 2014.
e ‘After’ Counts (November 2015) — 16" November 2015 to 22" November 2015.

Traffic volume data from the seven-day tube counts was averaged over five weekdays to obtain the
average weekday traffic volumes at each of the ten locations. Full results of traffic counts are
provided at Appendix A.

Diagrams showing the average weekday daily traffic volumes ‘before’ and ‘after’ the Mollison Street
road closure is shown in Figure 13 (August 2014) and Figure 14 (November 2015) below.
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Figure 13: Average Weekday Daily Traffic Volumes - ‘Before’ August 2014
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Figure 14: Average Weekday Daily Traffic Volumes - ‘After’ November 2015

Diagrams showing the AM and PM peak hour traffic volumes in the study area are shown in Figure 15
for the ‘before’ data and Figure 16 for the ‘after’ data. It is noted that the peak hours vary across the
tube count locations and for simplicity, the peak hour for each count has been shown in the diagram.
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Figure 15: Average Weekday Peak Hour Traffic Volumes - ‘Before’ August 2014
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Figure 16: Average Weekday Peak Hour Traffic Volumes - ‘After’ November 2015
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6.2 Parking Conditions

6.2.1 Parking Survey Area

Parking occupancy surveys were conducted in the study area for both the ‘before’ (August 2014) and
‘after’ (November 2015) conditions.

The parking surveys for the ‘before’ conditions were undertaken in the area bounded by Gipps
Street, Nicholson Street, Langridge Street and Raphael Street. The survey area for the ‘after’ surveys
was expanded to include sections of Charles Street and Park Street to the south of Langridge Street
as identified in Figure 17 below.
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Figure 17: ‘Before’ and ‘After’ Parking Survey Area
6.2.2 Parking Supply

Table 1 below presents the parking supply recorded at the ‘before’ and ‘after’ parking surveys.

Table 1: Parking Supply

‘Before’ — ‘After’ —
August November Comments
2014 2015
Core Survey Area
Mollison Street 49 4 7 7 spaces lost as a result of the trial
pocket park.
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‘Before’ — ‘After’ —
Street August November Comments
2014 2015
1 space lost between Langridge
Park Street 52 51 A Street an.d Molli.st?n Sltreet due to
construction activity in November
2015.
Charles Street 62 62 - -
Langridge Street 32 32 - -
Little Charles Street 0 0 - -
Nicholson Street 38 38 - -
Gipps Street 40 40 - -
Raphael Street 57 57 - -
Sub-Total 330 322 -8 -
Additional Survey Area
Charles Street - 48 -
Additional survey area collected in
Park - 2 -
ark Street 3 November 2015.
Sub-Total - 73 -

Overall the ‘core’ survey area had a reduction in 8 spaces, with 7 associated with the trial pocket park
and 1 associated with construction activity in the area.

6.2.3 Parking Demand

Parking occupancy surveys were conducted by Traffix Group in the study area at the following dates

and times:

‘Before’ Surveys — August 2014:

e  Thursday, 14™ August, 2014 between 10:00am and 2:00pm (at hourly intervals) and 6:00pm and
8:00pm (at hourly intervals), and

e  Saturday, 16™ August, 2014 between 10:00am and 2:00pm (at hourly intervals) and 6:00pm and
8:00pm (at hourly intervals).

‘After’ Surveys — November 2015:

e Thursday, 19" November, 2015 between 10:00am and 2:00pm (at hourly intervals) and 6:00pm
and 8:00pm (at hourly intervals), and

e Saturday, 21% November, 2015 between 10:00am and 2:00pm (at hourly intervals) and 6:00pm
and 8:00pm (at hourly intervals).
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The dates and times were chosen to capture the typical daytime and evening parking demands in the
study area across a weekday and a weekend. Figure 18 below shows the overall parking occupancies
observed across the parking surveys on typical Thursdays and typical Saturdays. For the purposes of
direct comparison, the ‘after’ surveys have been split into the ‘core’ survey area parking demands

and the total (core plus additional) parking demands.
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Figure 18: Parking Occupancy Profile — ‘Before’ and ‘After’ Data Sets

Tpm spm
75% 74%
71% 6%
1% 8%

Table 2 below compares the peak parking occupancies observed across the ‘before’ and ‘after’ data

sets.

Table 2: Peak Parking Occupancy — Overall Survey Area

‘Before’ — August 2014 ‘After’ — November 2015

Survey

Number of
Area Number of | Percentage HMBEro Percentage
Cars Parked | Occupancy cars Occupancy
y ; ; Parked i
Core 1pm 264 80% L1am & 258 80%
12noon
Thursd "

UrsaY | additional - - ; 1pm 68 93%

Total - - - 1pm 324 82%
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‘Before’ — August 2014 ‘After’ — November 2015

Number of
Number of | Percentage ur;na;r ° Percentage
Cars Parked | Occupancy Parked Occupancy
1lam &
Core 253 77% 8pm 246 76%
12noon
Saturday | Jsitional . . ; 8pm 61 84%
Total - - - gpm 307 78%

A full copy of the parking occupancy survey results are provided at Appendix B.
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7 Traffic Engineering Evaluation

7.1 Evaluation Criteria

Prior to the trial pocket park, Traffix Group in conjunction with Council developed a set of evaluation
criteria to assess the traffic and parking impacts associated with the temporary closure of Mollison

Street.

The evaluation criteria is based on a number of key objectives of the Mollison Street road closure

trial as follows:

e Determine if any traffic patterns are similar to those predicted and identify any significant traffic
volume impacts on streets within the study area.

+ |dentify the impact on parking occupancy in the area and identify possible mitigation measures
(i.e. parking restrictions).

e Determine if the road closure scheme is supported by stakeholders.

e |dentify any potential modifications / improvements to the scheme.

Table 3 below summarises the evaluation criteria developed based on the key objectives of the trial.

Table 3: Mollison Street Trial Road Closure — Evaluation Criteria

Objective

Determine if traffic
patterns are similar
to those predicted
and identify any
significant  impacts
on the local road
network

Evaluation Criteria

Have overall traffic volumes on the
surrounding local streets changed in-line
with the traffic volume predictions
based on:

® Average Weekday Daily Traffic
Volumes (24hr)

Assessment to focus on two-way traffic
volumes in each street.

Significant increases in daily traffic
volumes defined as greater than 250-
500 vehicles per day.

Consideration given to general increases
in traffic associated with development in
the area since the previous data
collection (August 2014).

Evaluation Methodology

Conduct automatic tube counts in key
streets throughout the study area over a
7 day period.

Compare the results of the ‘before’ and
‘after’ surveys.

Compare the predicted changes with the
actual changes.

Compare results in streets with no
predicted impact to determine if there
has been a general increase or decrease
in traffic in the local area.
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Objective

Evaluation Criteria

Evaluation Methodology

Identify impact on
parking occupancy
and identify possible
mitigation measures

Determine the change in parking
occupancy at the overall peak time in
the study area.

Assessments to focus on three (3) areas
as follows:

e Within 50m of the closure,
e Within 100m of the closure, and
*  Within 150m of the closure.

Record the number of vehicles parked
with resident permits to gauge the level
of non-residential parking.

Determine if the ‘after’ parking
occupancy is acceptable given the
existing parking management in the
area.

If the ‘after’ occupancy is assessed to be
too high, can a parking management
strategy be developed in-line with
Council polices to manage parking
increases.

Caonduct parking occupancy surveys in
the same area as the ‘before’ counts
including up to 150m from the proposed
closure.

Compare the ‘before’ and ‘after’ parking
occupancies in the whole study area.
Determine if parking occupancy have
generally changed as a result of new
development in the area since the
previous surveys (August 2014).

Compare the results of the ‘before” and
‘after’ surveys within 50m, 100m and
150m of the road closure. Determine
the increase in parking occupancy and
assess its adequacy.

Consider the number of vehicles parked
with parking permits to gauge the level
of non-residential parking.

If the parking occupancy is too high,
develop general parking management
scheme in-line with Council policies to
manage parking occupancy increases.
Options include:

1. Parking restrictions to manage
demand,

2. Identify possible locations for
increased on-street parking supply,
and/or

3.  Modify the layout of the road
closure to retain more on-street
parking.

Determine if the
road closure trial is
supported by
stakeholders

General community support for the road
closure and park scheme based on on-
line feedback assessed by Council’s
project manager.

Establish on-line discussion forum to
allow community feedback to be
provided throughout and after the trial

A full copy of the evaluation criteria is provided at Appendix C.

7.2 Traffic Considerations

7.2.1 Predicted Traffic Impacts

Traffix Group prepared a traffic impact assessment report (October 2014) that assessed a number of
road closure options being considered by Yarra City Council for Mollison Street / Charles Street. The
trial road closure proposal was identified as Option 1A in this previous assessment. The predicted

impacts of the Option 1A were as follows:
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Traffic Impacts:

¢  Closure located on Mollison Street (between Park Street and Charles Street) which carries a very
low daily volume (82 vehicle per day).

* Vehicle redistribution limited to some Mollison Street movements travelling through the Charles
Street intersection.

e  Overall the traffic volume redistribution was predicted to be limited as shown in the table
below.

The previous assessment adopted traffic re-distribution around the Mollison Street road closure as
identified in Figure 19 below.
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Figure 19: Proposed Road Closure Arrangement — Predicted Traffic Redistribution

Based on the observed traffic volumes in 2014, the predicted traffic volume impacts for each street
in the study area is provided in Table 4 below.

Table 4: Predicted Traffic Impacts of Mollison Street Road Closure

Street - Location ‘Before’ Volume Predicted Change Predicted Post
(August 2014) Closure Volume

Raphael St btw Gipps 5t & Langridge 5t 238 vpd +1 239 vpd

Park St btw Gipps St & Mollison St 298 vpd -36 262 vpd

Park St btw Mollison St & Langridge St 293 vpd 0 293 vpd

Charles St btw Gipps 5t & Mollison St 743 vpd 0 743 vpd

Charles 5t btw Mollison 5t & Langridge 5t 822 vpd -1 821 vpd

Lt Charles 5t btw Gipps St & Mollison St 40 vpd 0 40 vpd
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Street - Location ‘Before’ Volume | . Change Predicted Post
(August 2014) Closure Volume
Lt Charles St btw Mollison St & Langridge St 31vpd 0 31 vpd
Mollison 5t btw Nicholson St & Lt Charles St 85 vpd 0 85 vpd
Mollison St btw Charles St & Lt Charles St 214 vpd -35 179 vpd
Mollison St btw Park St & Charles St 82 vpd -37 45 vpd

7.2.2 Daily Traffic Volumes

Volumes ‘IN’ and ‘OUT’ of the Study Area:

The pocket park is intended to serve the immediate local community and is therefore not expected
to generate a significant level of standalone vehicle trips to the park. Users of the pocket park are
expected to predominantly walk from the adjacent properties to utilise the park.

On this basis, traffic volumes ‘IN" and ‘OUT’ of the local area have been assessed to determine if
there has been a general traffic volume increase in the local area. As shown previously at Figure 19,
the predicted re-distribution routes did not predict additional ‘IN’ and ‘OUT’ trips into the local areas
accessed from Park Street, Charles Street and Little Charles Street. On this basis, any growth in these
volumes would identify general traffic growth in the local area not associated with the pocket park
trial.

Table 5 below compares the traffic volumes ‘IN’ and ‘OUT’ of the local area at the key external access
points.

Table 5: Comparison of ‘IN’ and ‘OUT’ Volumes in the Local Area

‘Before’ Data (Aug 2014) 'After’ Data (Nov 2015)

Street

Location

Park Street | South of Gipps 384 27 411
271 17 288
Street (+113) (+10) (+123)
North of 22 373 395
Langridge Street 18 275 293 (+4) (+98) (+102)
Charles South of Gipps 550 371 921
1 424 74
Street Street 319 3 (+231) (-53) (+178)
North of 427 559 986
Langridge Street 488 334 822 (-61) [+225) (+164)
Little South of Gipps 5 36 41
4 36 40
Charles Street (+1) (0) (+1)
Street North of 1 an 31 11 34 45
Langridge Street (0) (+14) (+14)
1,399 1,400 2,799
TOTAL 1,111 1,106 2,217
! ’ (+288) (+294) (+582)

In the local area there has been a general increase in traffic volumes of approximately 580 vehicles
per day between August 2014 and November 2015. The key contributors to the volume increase
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include Park Street and Charles Street. Significantly, the volume trend shows similar increases at
both the northern and southern boundaries of the local area.

An established local area, such as the study area in Abbotsford, can have traffic volume increases
from a number of factors including:

e Redevelopment in the local area leading to additional dwellings,

e  Construction activity attracting additional trips to the area during the construction period, and

e Additional ‘through’ traffic within the local area.

Advice from Council’s traffic engineers is that it is not uncommon for overall traffic volumes to be

rising in similar inner urban area. In particular, construction of development sites can often lead to
traffic volumes rising for short time periods.

Street Daily Traffic Volumes:

The recorded traffic volumes in each street are compared between the ‘before’ and ‘after’ data in
Table 6 below.

Table 6: Daily Traffic Volume Comparison — ‘Before’ and ‘After’

Street - Location ‘Before’ Volume ‘After’ Volume

(August 2014) (November 2015)

Raphael St btw Gipps St & Langridge St 238 vpd 278 vpd +40
Park St btw Gipps St & Mollison 5t 298 vpd 411 vpd +113
Park St btw Mollison St & Langridge St 293 vpd 396 vpd +103
Charles St btw Gipps St & Mollison St 743 vpd 921 vpd +178
Charles St btw Mollison St & Langridge St 822 vpd 986 vpd +164
Lt Charles 5t btw Gipps St & Mollison St 40 vpd 41 vpd +1

Lt Charles St btw Mollison St & Langridge St 31 vpd 45 vpd +14
Mollison 5t btw Nicholson St & Lt Charles St 85 vpd 115 vpd +30
Mollison St btw Charles St & Lt Charles St 214 vpd 251 vpd +37
Mollison 5t btw Park St & Charles St 82 vpd 37 vpd -45

Daily traffic volumes in the local area have generally increased on most streets. However, the
volume increases are modest, ranging from 1 vpd to 178 vpd. As outlined in the evaluation criteria
(Section 7.1) the threshold for ‘significant’ traffic volume increases was set at 250-500 vpd. All street
within the study area were well within this threshold during the trial period.

All streets have a daily traffic volume of less than 1,000 vehicles per day under both the ‘before’ and
‘after’ surveys. Local streets (including all streets within the study area) are generally considered to
have a daily ‘environmental’ capacity of 2,000-3,000 vehicles per day. In our experience, streets
carrying less than 1,500 vehicles per day typically do not generate traffic issues (i.e. amenity and
accessibility). In view of the above, the traffic volumes observed during the trial road closure of
Mollison Street are acceptable and well within the limits for their local street classification.
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7.2.3 Peak Hour Traffic Volumes

The recorded traffic volumes in each street in the AM and the PM peak hours are compared between
the ‘before’ and ‘after’ data in Table 7 and Table 8 below.

Table 7: AM Peak Hour Traffic Volume Comparison — ‘Before’ and ‘After’

North / East Direction

Street - Location

South / West Direction

‘Before’ ‘After’ ‘Before’ ‘After’
Volume Volume Volume Volume
(August (November (August (November
2014) 2015) 2014) 2015)
Raphael St btw Gipps St
. 12 12 - 11 9 -2
& Langridge St
ParkISt btw Gipps St & 1 1 ) 31 a1 +10
Mollison St
Park St btw Mollison St &
- +
Langridge St ! ! 36 45 9
Charlles St btw Gipps St & 28 30 .2 a0 69 429
Mollison St
Charles St btw Mollison
St & Langridge St 31 29 2 42 69 ¥27
Lt Charles St btw Gipps St
& Mollison St 4 > = ! ! .
Lt Charles 5t btw Mollison
. 1 4 +3 2 4 +2
St & Langridge St
Mollison St btw
Nicholson St & Lt Charles 10 16 +6 4 4 -
5t
Mollison St btw Charles
St & Lt Charles St 12 20 8 7 8 1
Mollison St btw Park 5t &
4 2 -2 4 1 -3
Charles 5t

Table 8: PM Peak Hour Traffic Volume Comparison — ‘Before’ and ‘After’

Street - Location

North / East Direction

’

‘Before

Volume
(August
2014)

‘After’
Volume
(November

2015)

South / West Direction

‘Before

Volume

(August
2014)

‘After’
Volume
(November
2015)

Raphae! St btw Gipps St 11 13 +2 9 12 +3
& Langridge St
Parlet btw Gipps St & 3 a +2 23 30 +7
Mollison 5t
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North / East Direction

Street - Location

South / West Direction

7.2.4

‘Before’ ‘After’ ‘Before’ ‘After’
Volume Volume Volume Volume
(August (November (August (November
2014) 2015) 2014) 2015)
Park St btw Mollison St & 5 3 1 20 29 +9
Langridge St
Charlles St btw Gipps St & 62 13 29 a5 43 +18
Mollison 5t
Charles St btw Mollison
-32 +24
St & Langridge St 59 37 3 30 >4
Lt Charles St btw Gipps St
& Mollison St 3 4 1 ! ! )
Lt Charles.St btw Mollison 5 1 4 3 3 )
St & Langridge St
Mollison St btw
Nicholson 5t & Lt Charles 7 5 -2 8 10 +2
St
Mollison St btw Charles
St & Lt Charles St 13 1 2 10 16 e
Mollison 5t btw Park St &
2 -3 4 2 2
Charles St >

Changes to the peak hour volume vary across the streets in the study area with some increases and
some reductions. The largest observed peak hour traffic volume increase occurred on Charles Street
with 29 additional southbound vehicles in the AM peak.

As discussed previously, the Mollison Street road closure was predicted to cause no significant
change to the operation of Charles Street. Therefore the peak hour traffic volumes increases are
likely to be associated with other sources (i.e. additional dwellings, ‘through’ traffic and construction
activity).

In any event, the maximum increase in peak hour traffic volume averages to less than 1 additional
vehicle every 2 minutes on any one approach. This level of additional traffic is minor with respect to
intersection capacity and is unlikely to result in any intersection capacity issues.

In view of the above, the ‘after’ traffic volumes do not identify any significant peak hour traffic
volume increases that would lead to intersection capacity issues.

Road Closure Layout

The Mollison Street road closure was implemented with temporary arrangements for the trial period.
A series of photographs showing the general installation of the road closures in shown in Figure 20 to
Figure 25 below.
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Figure 21: Charles Street — Zebra Crossing on north
side of Closure

Figure 22: Charles Street — Southern Approach to Road
Closure

Figure 25: Charles Street — Northern Approach to
Road Closure

Figure 24: Mollison Street — Western Road Closure

Should the Mollison Street Pocket Park proposal be installed permanently a number of key layout
features should be considered as follows:
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¢ The formalisation of the road closures (i.e. through the introduction of kerbs) should be
designed in accordance with the relevant standards and guidelines and with consideration for
the appropriate design vehicle.

e The angle parking on the south side of Mollison Street that is retained is orientated in the

‘wrong’ direction. Given all access occurs from the west consideration should be given to

converting these spaces to 90 degrees to improve accessibility.

e The inclusion of the zebra crossing is a ‘Major Traffic Control’ item that requires approval from
VicRoads to install (subject to traffic and pedestrian volume warrants).

Parking Considerations

Loss of Parking — Trial Pocket Park

The pocket park trial resulted in the loss of seven (7) on-street parking spaces on Mollison Street as
follows:

e North Side: 2 spaces (4P 7:30am-5:30pm Mon-Fri), and
e  South Side: 5 spaces (2P 7am-7pm).

Furthermore, there has been the temporary loss of 1 parking spaces on Park Street as a result of
construction activity.

Parking Demand Comparison

The peak parking demands observed ‘before’ and ‘after’ the road closure have been compared in
Table 9 below. For the purposes of direct comparison only the ‘core’ parking area has been shown
(as described previously in Section 6.2.1).

Table 9: Thursday Peak Parking Occupancy - ‘Before’ and ‘After’ Surveys (Core Area)

‘Before’ (August 2014) - 1pm ‘After’ (November 2015) = 12noon

Spaces Spaces
Available Available

Street

Capacity | Demand Capacity | Demand

Mollison Street 49 46 94% 3 42 44 105% -2
Park Street 52 31 60% 21 51 19 37% 32
Charles Street 62 51 82% 11 62 59 95% 3
Langridge Street 32 29 91% 3 32 30 94% 2
I;ttrt;ee tCh:a rles 0 0 ) . 0 0 B B
gtirc::t'm" 38 33 87% 5 38 40 105% 2
Gipps Street 40 35 88% 5 40 32 80% 8
Raphael Street 57 39 68% 18 57 34 60% 23
TOTAL 330 264 80% 66 322 258 80% 64

Within the ‘core’ parking area parking demands at the peak times have remained relatively
unchanged between the ‘before’ (August 2014) and the ‘after’ (November 2015) data sets. On this
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basis, the parking management will seek to accommodate the 7 spaces lost as part of the road
closure arrangement.

7.3.3 Parking Availability - ‘After’ (November 2015)

The ‘After’ parking data collected in November 2015 has been further reviewed with regard to
parking availability based on the parking restriction. The study area (‘core’ and ‘additional’ areas) has
been broken down into 4 key areas based on the approximate walking distance from the road
closure site as follows:

s Within 50m of the closure,

s Within 100m of the closure,

e Within 150m of the closure, and

*  Whole survey area.

The areas that fall into each of these categories are shown in Figure 26, below.
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Figure 26: Parking within Each Distance Category of the Trial Site.
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A summary of the available parking by restriction in each distance category by restriction (suitable
restrictions for residents only) is shown in Table 10 below. It is noted that the parking availabilities
below include the loss of parking associated with the trial pocket park.

Table 10: ‘After’ November 2015 — Parking Availability from Closure Location

Restriction Parking Spaces Available

Within 50m Within 100m Within 150m Whole Area
(59 spaces) (155 spaces) (208 spaces) (395 spaces)

Thursday - ‘Day’ Peak —1pm

1 hour 0 0 0 1
2 hour 0 20 22 64
4 hour 0 2 2 7
Unrestricted 1 -1* -1* -1*
TOTAL 1 21 23 71

Thursday - ‘Night’ Peak — 8pm

Permit Zone -1* 1 1 17
Unrestricted 9 44 57 108
TOTAL 8 45 58 125

Saturday - ‘Day’ Peak — 1pm

1 hour 3 3 3 3
2 hour 4 7 7 37
Unrestricted 10 24 32 64
TOTAL 17 34 42 104

Saturday - ‘Night’ Peak — 8pm

Permit Zone 0 3 3 17
Unrestricted 8 30 37 70
TOTAL 8 33 40 87

*Note: negative availability indicates that the parking demand is more than the formal parking capacity

The analysis above shows that parking suitable for residents is difficult to locate within 50m of
Mollison Street with between 1-8 spaces available at the peak times on a Thursday and 8-17 spaces
available on a Saturday (from a total supply of 59 spaces within 50m).

Moderate levels of parking are located between 50m-150m from the road closure site, ranging from
21 to 58 spaces available across the peak times on Thursday and Saturday.
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Across the whole study area (up to approximately 300m-350m walking distance from the road
closure) a significant level of parking is available at all times, ranging from 71 spaces during the ‘day’
peak on Thursday to 125 spaces at the ‘night’ peak on Thursday.

In view of the above, parking management should be considered in close vicinity (i.e. within 50m) of
the Mollison Street road closure to limit the impact of the loss of parking associated with the pocket
park.

7.3.4 Estimated ‘Resident’ Parking Demands

As part of the ‘after’ parking occupancy surveys conducted in November 2015, the number of
vehicles parked with City of Yarra residential parking permits were recorded. This allows an
estimation of the level of ‘resident’ versus ‘non-resident’ usage of the parking in the area.

Council’s resident parking permit system allows vehicles with a valid permit to park as follows:

e Within ‘Permit Zone’ parking restrictions, and

e  Within time based parking restrictions greater than 1 hour (i.e. 1P, 2P and 4P) for an
unrestricted length of time.

In view of the above, the 1P, 2P and 4P restrictions have been reviewed for the Thursday ‘day’ peak

to determine the level of vehicles parking with a permit (‘resident’) and those without a permit (‘non-

resident’) as shown in Figure 27 below.
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Figure 27: Thursday ‘Day’ Peak (1pm) — Estimated ‘Resident’ and ‘Non-Resident’ Parking

The above analysis shows that the 2P parking is generally 50%-60% occupied by ‘resident’ vehicles,
with the 1P and 4P restrictions generally accommodating 15%-25% ‘resident’ vehicles.
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7.3.5 Parking Management Options

The following sections discuss the options available to off set the loss of parking within 50m of the
Mollison Street closure site.

Parking Restrictions:

The existing parking restrictions within 50m of the Mollison Street road closure are presented in
Figure 28. It is noted that these numbers include the loss of parking associated with the trial pocket
park.
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Figure 28: Existing Parking Supply and Restrictions — 50m from Mollison Street Closure

Parking supply during the Thursday ‘day’ period is evenly spread between 1P, 2P, 4P and
unrestricted. On weekday nights and on Saturdays the 4P restrictions ‘expire’ resulting is
predominantly unrestricted parking.

As described in Section 7.3.4, Council operates a resident parking permit system that allows for the
management of parking to prioritise residents with permits. However, not all properties are eligible
for parking permits including any recently developed properties. On this basis, it is recommended
that the provision of unrestricted parking is maintained to avoid any issues with properties that do
not have access to residential permits.

Within 50m of the site a total of 23 4P parking spaces are provided, which account for approximately
39% of the parking supply. These spaces are provided along the eastern side of Charles Street.
These spaces are in high demand during the day period, with all 23 spaces being occupied during the
Thursday ‘day’ peak. Based on the review of ‘resident’ parking demands in Section 7.3.4, a high
proportion (17 of the 23) of the 4P spaces were occupied by ‘non-resident’ vehicles.
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In view of the above, the 4P restrictions could be modified to 2P to eradicate a level of non-
residential parking and increase parking opportunities for residents. Whilst the exact number of
additional parking opportunities provided by this change cannot be accurately defined (due to the
uncertainty of the ‘resident’ versus ‘non-resident’ parking) we estimate that this change could
provide for an additional 5-10 spaces within 50m of the Mollison Street road closure.

The various parking restrictions in the study area are shown in Figure 29, below. It should be noted
that the existing 4P restriction on the east side of Charles Street has been modified to reflect the

recommended change to a 2P restriction.
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Figure 29: Proposed Parking Restrictions - Weekday Peak Parking Demand (1pm Thursday).

It is noted that parking is dynamic and often changes to restrictions can alter behaviour throughout
the study area. It is recommended that Council continue to monitor parking demands in the area
and consider additional parking restrictions if resident parking opportunities are still limited (i.e.
Permit Zone).
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Additional Parking Supply:
The introduction of the road closure on the western approach to the Mollison Street / Charles Street

intersection introduces an opportunity to increase the parking supply.

Currently parking on Charles Street is offset from the Mollison Street intersection by approximately
10m to allow for the statutory ‘No Stopping’ distance. This allows for appropriate levels of sight
distance for vehicles entering and exiting Mollison Street.

The closure of Mollison Street results in additional kerbside space along the western side of Charles
Street through the Mollison Street intersection. Under the existing conditions there is approximately
25m between the ‘No Stopping’ signage.

This would allow for approximately 4 additional parking spaces to be installed at this location, off-
setting the net loss of parking to only 3 spaces.

However, should a pedestrian crossing (zebra) be permanently explored (as per the trial
arrangement), parking will need to be restricted 20m from the approach side of the crossing. This
would only allow for the introduction of 1 additional parking space.

A diagram showing the general location of the above parking is provided in Figure 30 below.

Possible New Parking — Without
Zebra Crossing (4 spaces)

Possible New Parking — With

Zebra Crossing (1 space)

Source: Nearmap

Figure 30: Potential Additional Parking — Charles Street West Side
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Modification to the Park Layout:

The original option reviewed for the Mollison Street road closure involved the narrowing of Charles
Street, with the loss of up to 5 parking spaces on Charles Street in addition to the loss of 7 parking
spaces on Mollison Street (total of 12 parking spaces lost).

The installed trial pocket park included a closure only in Mollison Street limiting the loss of on-street
parking to 7 spaces on Mollison Street. From a parking perspective, the trial arrangement with the
loss of less parking spaces is preferable and also allows for the introduction of new spaces along the
west side of Charles Street as highlighted above.

A total of 5 parking spaces are to be retained at the western end of Mollison Street on the south side
of the road. These spaces are currently configured in an angle arrangement and would be better
place under the closure option in a 90 degree arrangement. Depending on the design of the final
park layout, the conversion of the angle spaces to 90 degree could result in additional parking spaces,
particularly if the kerb extension at the Park Street intersection is modified. Based on 3.0m wide
parking spaces this area could yield in the vicinity of 8 parking spaces, which would increase the
parking supply by 3 spaces. A summary diagram is provided below.

b o L SRy T jovooy il

Source: Nearmap

Figure 31: Potential Additional Parking — Mollison Street South Side

Parking Management Summary:

A number of parking management strategies have been identified to improve parking conditions
within 50m of the Mollison Street road closure as follows:

e Convert the existing 4P parking on the east side of Charles Street to 2P to provide approximately
5-10 spaces of additional parking opportunities for residents,

s Introduce parking along the west side of Charles Street (adjacent to the Mollison Street closure)
to provide an additional 1 spaces (with zebra crossing) to 4 spaces (without zebra crossing), and
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e  Modify the remaining angle parking on the south side of Mollison Street to yield an additional 3
spaces (include modification to the existing kerb extension at the Park Street intersection).

7.4 Community Feedback
As part of the trial pocket park, City of Yarra developed an on-line forum called “Yarra Conversation’

for the local community to discuss the positives and negatives of the pocket park trial.

A summary of the key traffic and parking issues identified on the ‘Yarra Conversation’ forum is
provided in Table 11 below, with a response to each issue based on the evaluation undertaken.

Table 11: ‘Yarra Conversation’ — Key Traffic and Parking Issues

No.

Issue e Response

Following introduction of the pocket park, Mollison Street

) . ) will only have vehicle access from the west (via Park
Mollison Street is only wide . X ) .
enough for traffic passing and car 1 Street}.l Th.e width of Molllsorj Street is approximately
parking. 8.5m, which is more than sufficient to accommodate two-
way traffic flow with indented parking on the southern
side of the road.

Along Gipps Street formal crossing facilities are provided

Request for pedestrian crossing of 1 at Raphael Street (zebra crossing) and Nicholson Street

Gipps Street at Charles Street. (traffic signals). Charles Street is located approximately
120m from both of these existing facilities.

This evaluation has identified that 7 spaces were lost as

Concerns regarding the loss of part of the trial pocket park. A range of options to

carparking as the level of 2 improve parking conditions in the vicinity of the closure

development is increasing. have been identified that could easily off-set the loss of
parking.

The need for two-way traffic in this section of Park Street
is questionable. Delivery access to Mollison Street can
continue to occur via Charles Street or southbound on

2 Park Street.

Furthermore, the introduction of two-way movements in

Introduce two-way traffic on Park
Street between Mollison Street
and Langridge Street to assist

deliveries.

this section would require the loss of additional parking

spaces on Park Street.
The parking review conducted as part of the this
evaluation has identified changes to the 4P parking on

Charles Street to provide additional parking within 50m
Modify the remaining parking of the closure as 4P is more likely to be utilised by non-
spaces on Mollison Street from 2P 1 residents than the 2P parking.
to Permit Zone. Should parking availability for residents continue to be an

issue following the recommended parking restriction
changes Council could consider the installation of Permit
Zone restrictions.

There were more than 100 responses to the online forum with only 7 specific responses related to
traffic and parking matters.
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8 Conclusions

Having undertaken a detailed traffic engineering evaluation of trial Pocket Park on Mollison Street in
Abbotsford, we are of the opinion that:

Traffic Considerations:

a)

b)

c)

d)

A comparison of the ‘before’ and ‘after’ daily traffic volumes has identified a general increase of
traffic entering and exiting the local area. Given the expected re-distribution of volumes from
the Mollison Street road closure did not anticipate increases entering and exiting the area, the
bulk of the additional volumes are likely to be associated with other sources (i.e. additional
housing, construction traffic and through traffic).

In any event the daily traffic volume during the ‘after’ surveys was below 1,000 vehicle per day
in every street which is well within the acceptable limits for a local road (2,000-3,000 vehicles
per day).

Change to peak hour traffic volumes varied across the local area, however, the maximum
increase occurred on Charles Street which averaged to an additional vehicle every 2 minutes in
the peak hour. This level of traffic is insignificant from an intersection capacity point of view.
Based on the above, the trial road closure of Mollison Street did not identify any key issues to be
resolved from a traffic point of view.

Parking Considerations:

e)

f)

g

The installation of the Mollison Street road closure resulted in the loss of 7 parking spaces on
Mollison Street (2 on the north side and 5 on the south side).

A comparison between the parking demand ‘before’ and ‘after’ the Mollison Street road closure
identified very little change in overall parking demand.

A review of parking availability indicated that parking spaces were in very high demand within
50m of the Mollison Street closure, with parking availability increasing further away from the
closure site. On this basis, parking management was considered to be warranted within 50m of
the Mollison Street road closure.

A number of possible parking management options were identified to mitigate the loss of the 7
parking spaces associated with the Mollison Street road closure including:

i) Conversion of the existing 4P parking on the east side of Charles Street (23 spaces) to 2P to
provide approximately 5-10 spaces of additional parking opportunities for residents.

ii) Introduce parking along the west side of Charles Street (adjacent to the Mollison Street
closure) to provide an additional 1 spaces (with zebra crossing) to 4 spaces (without zebra
crossing).

iii) Modify the remaining angle parking on the south side of Mollison Street to yield an
additional 3 spaces (include modification to the existing kerb extension at the Park Street
intersection).
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Community Feedback:

i} A review of the community feedback received from the ‘Yarra Conversions’ online forum
established for the trial indicates only limited community feedback in relation to traffic and
parking. Most of the issues can be dealt with through the recommendations of this report.

Summary:

j)  Overall there are no traffic engineering reasons why the pocket park and associated road closure
on Mollison Street, Abbotsford should not proceed, subject to the recommendations outlined in
this report.
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I i cloud.com>
Sent: Monday, 23 November 2015 9:29 AM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Charles and mollisols street park trial

Please go ahead and make this a permanent park! We need more green space.

Kind regards,

(Resident N rcct abbotsford)
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I 200 com.au>
Sent: Monday, 16 November 2015 2:37 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Charles st Trial Pocket Park

Dear Open Space,

Yesterday | attended the Trial Pocket Park BBQ on the corner of Charles and Mollison 5t Abbotsford. The parkis a
lovely place to meet other members of the community and for my children to play. | am very supportive of this park
and hope that it becomes a permanent fixture in our neighbourhood.

Kind regards,

Sent from my iPhone
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I - G ail.com>
Sent: Sunday, 15 November 2015 3:02 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Charles Street & Mollison Street Pocket Park

We went down to the pocket pack today and had a wonderful time. We would love to have it permanently in
the arca!

Cheers,
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I o tcil.com >

Sent: Friday, 20 November 2015 8:37 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: In support of the park Cnr Charles and Mollison St
Hi

we live around the corner from the temporary Park in Mollison st Abbotsford (William St) and think its a
great idea to make a park there. Any additional green space in the area is welcome.

There are ever increasing numbers of kids in the area as people like us stay in the inner city to have a
family rather than going to the suburbs. Our kids requested swings and play equipment by the way.

| am aware some are concerned about whether druggies will use it - | highly doubt it. Having lived nearby
in Raphael St we found that compared to our relatively close proximity to Victoria st now in William St, the
vast majority of druggies go no further than a couple of hundred metres to shoot up, often in cars and
preferably as close to the deal as possible it seems. There wasn't a lot of drug activity in Raphael St and
there is no evidence of drug use in the little park (Browns Reserve) in Nicholson st which | frequent with
the kids a lot. So in general they don't tend to cross langridge st.

kind regards
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I < g mail.com >
Sent: Sunday, 15 November 2015 2:17 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Mollison Pocket Park - trial

Hi, I fully endorse the proposed park space in Mollison St. My family has used the space a couple of times
since the trial began. We love it. Please make this a permanent park.

Thanks and regards, | S . A bbotsford
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I < big pond net.au>
Sent: Friday, 20 November 2015 2:01 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Mollison st park project

To whom it may concern ,

| love the park . It provides a breath of fresh air in a concrete jungle .the trees and plantings look terrific . | went with
my daughter yesterday afternoon and we sat there , enjoying the space and having tea.

For, this e apartment owners who don't like it would tinting their windows help or plant big trees opposite their
balcony spaces .these people should embrace a free front garden Sincerely || N N RN

Sent from my iPad
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Camacho, Nestor

From: CARA Residents Association <cara.residents@yahoo.com.au>
Sent: Monday, 14 December 2015 9:42 PM

To: -

Ce: |

Subject: Pocket park trial - CARA response

Attachments: Pocket park trial feedback.docx

Hi Fiona,

Please find CARAs response to the two week trial - whilst we discussed it extensively
at our November meeting and our Secretary, I cocmmitted to writing up
our consensus view, I was remiss in forwarding it to you on our letterhead (during a
hectic period).

I understand the consultation period is passed, though I urge you to consider our
response as it represents a perspective beyond that of immediate neighbours and
into the local community, particularly to its potential to connect kids in the
community to each other.

Personally, I recalled a period of 3 months trial being talked about and I was
surprised when I got there and found it to be gone already.

I look forward to the next steps in addressing the rapidly increasing population
density and concomitant pressure on existing open spaces in this pocket of Yarra.

regards,

Collingwood and Abbotsford Residents Association
Website: http://cararesidents.wordpress.com
Friend us on Facebook at: Cara residents

PO Box 304

Abbotsford 3067
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C'A.R'A. B [mn:ﬂ.idé Ic.:t: 2.54 ¢m, Right: 2.54 em, Top: 1.Bem, ]

COLLINGWOOD AND ABBOTSFORD RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION INC.
P.O. Box 304

ABBOTSFORD

_ | Formatted: Font: 10 pt ]

Fiona O’ Byrne
Open Space
Yarra Council

29 November 2015

Re: Pocket Park Trial at the intersection of Charles and Mollison Streets in Abbotsford

Dear Fiona,

After much discussion and reflection, the CARA Committee resolved to write to Yarra
Council regarding the recent trial period of a Pocket Park at the intersection of Charles and
Mollison Streets in Abbotsford. Tam sure you are well aware that local residents have had
mixed feelings about this trial and the proposed site of the pocket park. The communication
from Council immediately prior to the establishment of the trial park was quite confusing,
with it seeming that the park was, was not and then was going ahead. We assume that this
was caused by the objection of some residents that was not upheld and then the park was to
be immediately proceeded with,

It seemed to most residents that a two week trial was an insufficient period to gauge how
popular or well utilized the park might be, as many people had just become aware of its
existence and it was gone. Such a short period also seemed insufficient to justify labour and
the expense of setting the park up and then dismantling it all again, even to the extent of
removing all the greening material from the road surface — which presumably might have
been retained for any future trial/establishment.

The presence of the park did create a buzz in the local area, with all of the residents and those
who travel within the arca commenting upon it. Whilst the proposal to site the park at the
castern end of Mollison Street where it interseets with Nicholson Street might be less
disruptive for most residents in terms of parking and strect aceess, this arca is problematic
already. The drains at this end of the street are continually becoming blocked, there is a smell
of sewerage and the garden area is unsightly and thoroughly unappealing. It is to be hoped
that any future plans by the Council (and developer) will rectify this mess.

The trial site at the intersection of Mollison and Charles Streets proved to be very appealing,
with late afternoon sun being especially pleasant. From the first day of the trial, there were
children and adults utilizing the pocket park. Parents made arrangements for children to meet

PHONE: 0429 923 226 1
—_— _EMAIL: GCARA.RESIDENTSEYAHOO.COM. AU
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in the park and many children formed friendships with others from their own street that they
had never met before. This was a terrific outcome given the increasing rates of childhood
obesity and social isolation caused by children spending their time on screens. Some
immediate residents were delighted with the pocket park and following its removal the
children were mournful wandering around on the green patch where it had been.

However, whilst some nearby residents were very supportive of the pocket park and the
opportunitics it provided for social interaction, a few residents were very vocal in their
opposition to the park. They asked the children where they came from and seemed surprised
to learn they lived in the same street. One resident seemed to sum it up when he spoke loudly
on the first day of the trial with a wine glass and cigarette in hand, about the drug users and
other undesirables he thought would be attracted to the venue, He claimed it was part of a
conspiracy by the Council to foree the local residents to come together and get to know cach
other, It seemed to have worked. But nearby residents do have the right to privacy and
protection from noise, and their concerns should be addressed as far as possible through
consultation and physical means,

There is also a broader issue, that use of road areas including parking spots to establish park
and recreation arcas in alignment with the open space strategy creates various scrious
problems. In addition to the loss of usable roadway and precious parking spots in already
congested arcas, the open space arca is actually reduced. Developers are required to pay an
Open Space contribution to Yarra Council, which given the rapid proliferation of
developments involves very substantial sums of money. This money is to establish parks and
recreational areas, to support all the extra residents, and should be used to purchase vacant
areas of land when they become available and develop them accordingly. But this is not
happening, despite the availability of plenty of vacant blocks, with one almost adjacent to the
pocket park trial site. The claim that purchasing such land would be too expensive for
Council is simply not credible. Development of existing vacant blocks for parks would also
alleviate many of the residents’ concerns about making parking and traffic congestion worse.

Thank you for your efforts in trying to improve amenity for residents,
Yours sincerely,

Scerctary
CARA
| { Formatted: Font: Trebuchet M5, Not Bold, English (Australic) |
[ Formatted: Space After: & pt, Line spacing: Multiple 1,151 ]
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I < 2hoo.com >
Sent: Sunday, 15 November 2015 11:37 AM
To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pocket park

Hello,

| went to the pocket park. My son got his face painted and we had a fantastic time in this new space. Love it!

Regards

Sent from my iPhone
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I < 002U
Sent: Saturday, 14 November 2015 6:21 PM
To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pop up park - Charles and Mollison
Hi

| think this is a fantastic idea. It was lovely to see the kids coming out to play and to have sense of community spirit. |
am a local and fully support this. The sausage sizzle is also a great idea. Keep it up. Really appreciate a bit of open
space that is safe for kids

Sent from my iPhone

e ok e ook ok o ok o e e e ke ok ok ok sk sk o ook ool ol ol ol ok ke e e i e sk e ko s sl s sl ol ol ol i e ok ke ok o o sk e oo sl e ok o ok e ok o ke e e ke o e ok ok ok sk ok

Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources, Government of Victoria, Victoria, Australia.

This email, and any attachments, may contain privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient, you may not distribute or reproduce this e-mail or the attachments. If you have received this message in

error, please notify us by return email.
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I o1 2u>
Sent: Saturday, 14 November 2015 3:14 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pop up park Charles St

Attachments: image jpeg

Hi guys,

Love it. Woke up to see this here this morning and I've already met three neighbors I've never seen before.
The sun is out and there are kids, dogs and young adults enjoying the grass and the trees.

There's a guy with a guitar too!

Brave and inventive. Drug dealers will be whenever they want to be. We can cope!

Warm regards,
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I <\ 2 hoo.com >
Sent: Wednesday, 25 November 2015 1:17 PM
To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pop up park Mollison Street

Good afternoon

| see that the pop up park on Mollison Street is being dismantled. The park space has been wonderful and well
utilised while it was there. A great facility offered by the Council. Would be great if it could become a permanent
fixture.

Kind regards

Sent from my iPhone
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I < big pond.net.au>
Sent: Friday, 20 November 2015 3:25 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pop up park

As one of the longstanding general practitioners in Yarra | commend the project which provides for extra green
space, so necessary for outdoor activities conducive for good health.
A model for further projects

Richmond
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I @ googlemail.com >
Sent: Monday, 16 November 2015 12:26 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pop up parklet

[ came across your parklet by chance and it's a very nice spot. A permanent Park would be great but a
roving pop up Park is also nice.

Somewhat detracted from today though by a worker cleaning children's chalk drawings from the pavement
with a very loud high pressure hose for over half an hour. It just seems a bit at odds with the parklets
ambition to bring a child friendly and enviro friendly atmosphere.

Some other suggestions for this space are:

- Provide a social media feedback option for public consultation - easier than emailing. Utilise social media
options to promote eg. Richmond 3121

- Host a community play morning, book swap or BBQ to encourage neighbours out of their homes to enjoy
the space

- Allow children to decorate with chalk! Rain will wash it away anyhow

- Provide nearby coffee shops with promotional material to encourage take away customers to enjoy their
break in the space. Eg stickers for their take away cups.

Thanks for creating this pop up Park
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I o1 2u>
Sent: Monday, 16 November 2015 4:34 PM

To: Jolly, Stephen Cr; Stone, Amanda Cr

Ca: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pop-up park Abbotsford

Dear Councillors,

| know there has been some discussion about the pop-up park in Mollison St, Abbotsford and | wanted to share my
views with you.

| live in Park St, overlooking Mollison Street. While I may have had some initial reservations about the idea of a park
“right outside my front door”, seeing the greenery and the people enjoying the space first thing on Saturday was
such a pleasure.

By 1030am I'd met four neighbours I'd never seen before, had a sit in the sunshine and heard a young fella
strumming a guitar while sitting under a temporary tree.

My daughters and | are relatively new to Abbotsford, but we are embracing all the area has to offer. It's quieter than
| thought, yes it's gritty, but | love my views and the close proximity to great food and to the city.

Sunday morning was just sensational. There were locals coming from everywhere — kids, older people, pooches,
families and those neighbours who weren’t so keen on the idea.

One woman was very emotional and outspoken about the pop-up park and told people to leave. The consultants
employed by Yarra to run the info session did a great job in calming her down and presenting a very neutral position
on the proposal, while ensuring her views had been heard.

In the end, a couple of locals, including me and my 11 year old daughter, talked to her to say that we understand she
might have reservations, but that it would be a pity if people like us, who would like to try this idea, miss out
because of those who are opposed to the idea based on fears around drug use, noise or invasion of privacy.

We said that there might be an opportunity to help shape the way in which the park is maintained and the way we,
as the local community, support safety and each other, in the future if the park goes ahead. | pointed out that as a
result of the open day, we know each other by sight and know each other's name.

Drug use is a global problem and I'm not entirely sure a small green space watched over by residents is a place
where ‘drugies’ would be likely to ply their trade; why would they when they can conduct their business in the
relative anonymity of bustling Victoria Street.

Noise is already an issue is most residential areas — Id say that if we as the local community respect the park and
our neighbours, people who use the facilities will see that example and simply respect the ‘norm’ or opt out of
coming to the area.

I"d be very comfortable to share my views again with my neighbours and anyone else opposed to the idea.

| know it’s difficult to balance your role as ward councillors, taking in everyone’s views, while also trying new ideas
and new ways to bring people together in green space. | think it’s a great initiative and one worth trying.

| appreciate you taking the time to read my note and am more than happy to discuss the issue with you, your
colleagues or your open space team.
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Warm regards,

|
I A bbotsford
I
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I < ot mail.com >
Sent: Monday, 16 November 2015 1:19 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pop-up park Abbotsford

Hi,

| just wanted to give some feedback on the new pop-up park on the corner of Charles and Mollison street
in Abbotsford.

Within Abbotsford we unfortunately lack park areas, there is minimal green space around this vicinity. This
new pop up park provides endless positives for our community- already we have seen many children
outside playing and meeting (some for the first time) other children from the neighbourhood, adults
introducing themselves and meeting their neighbours, people networking within our community, coming
together on sunday as a community.. these are all so humbling to see. This park provides the community
with a meeting point, a place were we can take ownership and feel safe and connected within the
environment.

Myself and my family absolutely love what the team has done, the pop-up park looks amazing, and the
suburb has simply come to life!

Thank you for this great opportunity, and | hope this can become a permanent space.

)

Regards,
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I il com >
Sent: Thursday, 19 November 2015 5:41 PM
To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Pop-up park

Dear City of Yarra council,

| would just like to say what a fabulous idea this park is, | live just around the corner and it is true that there is very
much a need for green space in this area - and | am lucky enough to have my own lovely garden. The park is a really
wonderful idea for the whole community, and | think the choice of location in such a high-density spot is really
beneficial for the residents of the numerous apartment buildings on Park and Mollison Sts. | do think that the
concerns of the residents need to be addressed, however. While | feel that they are excessive and somewhat
ridiculous, | think it is important to work with them so that we can all enjoy the fabulous space. Perhaps you could
consider offering to tint the windows of the apartments that overlook the building or to install screens on the
balconies? This would alleviate their concerns about privacy and “people locking into the apartments”. Planting
trees alongside the southern aspect of the park would also provide a screen and help to reduce some of the noise. |
think that perhaps not installing fixtures like BBQs or picnic tables would help to discourage people from settling in
for the evening, which is clearly a concern for the residents as well.

| would really love to see this park become a permanent feature, | have seen so many people enjoying it and it has
already changed the sense of community within this small portion of Abbotsford. It is an excellent initiative by the
council and | am very grateful.

Kind regards,
I <sident)
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I & mac.com >

Sent: Friday, 30 October 2015 4:09 PM

To: City of Yarra Info

Ca |

Subject: Proposed park on Mollison and Charles Streets - OPPOSE

Dear Council,

[ understand that the "pop-up-park" being built on the corner of Mollison and Charles Streets is just a step
away from making this "park” a permanent fixture in our neighbourhood.

This proposal seems totally contrary to the general perception that there is a severe lack of parking spots
around our neighbourhod. Why create a so-called park (it is not a park, but a traffic diversion scheme to my
mind) that would see the suppression of at least eight and perhaps up to 16 parking spots in our
neighbourhood? Were we not asked recently to provide feedback on the proposed conversion of Charles
Street to permit parking due to complaints from neighbours that there is a growing insufficiency of parking
spaces in the area following the increase in construction works and residential units on Gipps, Nicholson
and Park Streets?

Is this "park" to replace the green space that was a statutory requirement for St Joseph to build on the land
on which it developed, and subsequently waived in exchange for half'a million dollars?

Is the proposal to build this park initiated by developers to further increase the perceived value of properties
around the area?

Will this "park" in effect create further perceived exclusivity of Park and Mollison Streets?
Will this park not create more congestion on Gipps and Langridge Streets?

This proposal will block off residents of Charles Street from taking Mollison to Park Street to turn right
on Langridge St or drive down to Victoria Street.

Acsthetically, this "park" will impact negatively the openness and breadth of Charles St, which is bounded
by plane trees, and wider between Langridge and Gipps.

Mollision is already no-through on Nicholson Street. That's where the park should have been built, instead
of making Charles and Park Streets no-through by blocking off Mollison.

I remember that the main reason put forward for not enforcing the green area at St Joseph's was
"the risk of attracting the wrong kind of people to hang out in our neighbourhood". So why are we
putting a park right on Charles Street? It doesn't make sense.

In consideration of the above reasons, I and the residents of I Street STRONGLY OPPOSE the
creation of a park/traffic diversion scheme on Charles Street.

The beauty of Charles Street is its openness, 1 think we should keep it that way.

[ have lived on this Street for nearly 11 years. | was resident of [ NI Street from Jan 2005 to Nov
2013 and of [N Street since June 2011, Abbotsford is my favourite area in Melbourne because of
it's openness, easy access and beautiful plane trees. It has resisted unbridled gentrification and development,
and has managed to maintain its simple charms, liveability and neighbourliness. It is a suburb still

1

Yarra City Council — Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda — Tuesday 16 February 2016



Agenda Page 371
Attachment 7 - Written Submissions

inhabitedd by artists, musicians, tradesmen, working class Australians. People are attracted to Abbotsford
primarily because of this earthiness, friendliness, openness and realness. Let's not turn it to Middle Park
overnight.

Thank you for your kind attention.

regards,

Sent from Abbotsford. Music Art Life Love
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I <t 2 >
Sent: Thursday, 26 November 2015 9:25 AM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Re: Submission for Mollison Street Park Trial
Attachments: Submission to Yarra Council_20151125.doc
Importance: High

Dear Fiona,

Please find attached our submission.

Kind regards,
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Submission to Yarra Council
Re: Pocket Park Corner Mollison and Charles Streets
26" November 2015

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the trial park which was installed
during several weeks of November 2015.

We were not prepared for the distress we experienced through the noise
levels and distraction of random bursts of ongoing sound throughout daylight
hours, mostly tapering off during the evenings. The high pitched shrieks of
children at play pierced all corners of our unit.

While visitors to the park were expressing their joy at meeting new friends and
playing, they were able to leave and return to a presumably quiet home. We
unfortunately then encountered the next group of visitors — and the next — and
so on, with nowhere else to retreat.

Visitors to the park were most intrigued by our presence on our balcony, on
the stairs or in view in the north of our living area. Any movement resulted in
some eyes looking up at us. We were completely unprepared for the loss of
privacy.

The design of our apartment is open plan and energy efficient. There are no
walls to hide behind on the main level, or to reflect/absorb unpleasant sounds.
Any attempt to control these invasions into our home will result in loss of light,
living space and passive air flow.

All major windows in the unit face north. Qur street entrance faces north and
enters/exits directly onto the street. We have inspected all the other Yarra
parks suggested by Open Spaces and Co Design staff. None of these spaces
have direct entry to housing from the park. All other spaces have varying
degrees of yard (either front or back) providing distance isolation. Some sites
do not have any access onto their parks.

Some sites appear to have retro-fitted solid fencing or shutters over their
windows. This has the effect of worsening the building appearance, making
the park less welcoming, and making the observer wonder why the residents
choose to isolate themselves from the park area.

Visitors to the park appeared to assume that they were visiting a large open
space. Bikes, skateboards, scooters, balls and badminton were seen. If the
intention of the space is to allow a small “breakout” area, then the design has
failed. If the intention is to allow activities best served by larger parks — e.g.
Gahan Reserve — we would deplore the loss of privacy, noise pollution and
microaggressions of park users.

We have previously commented on the soil moisture issues which have
resulted in a previous successful claim against Yarra Council through VCAT.
The suggestion from many park visitors of the need for more shade is one
which gives us great concern. The building is only now being repaired and
reinstated from earlier damage.

Page 1 of 2
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We have previously commented on the risk of antisocial behaviour:

e It is very likely that the presence of a camera on the site acted as a
deterrent. This may be a useful general measure throughout the City of
Yarra, whether active or not.

» Should council see fit to progress with a park on this site, we would
strongly recommend the installation of needle disposal bins as a public
safety measure.

» Please consider the installation of tines on edges of any raised walls or
kerbs to prevent “grinding” by skateboard users

» Please consider the installation of plastic bag dispensers for dog
owners

We have also previously commented on the issue of partial closure of the
intersection:
* Keeping the intersection open was a positive act during the trial

We note that no area was provided for specific feedback of concern about the
trial park on the plastic cards. No stickers indicating issues of concern about
the site were issued to householders — only those for approval. Some
comments on the Yarra Conversation website were most indignant that any
negative comments were raised and complained about “hijacking” of the
website.

It is our general policy to try and suggest positive alternatives rather than set
up obstacles in the face of a well intentioned attempt by Council to increase
open space for Abbotsford.

Might we therefore suggest:
» Trials of alternative sites which may already be closed off streets, e.g.
Charles Street near Victoria Street
» Trials of alternative sites with better shade coverage.
o Trials of sites which may not be adjacent to residences e.g. Russell
and Bloomburg Streets

Thank you for the courtesy of recently providing us with a face to face meeting
over our reactions to the trial.

Yours sincerely,

|
I Street, Abbotsford 3067
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I icloud .com >
Sent: Monday, 16 November 2015 1:02 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: trial park

| am very much in support of the trial park and do hope that it is made a permanent feature.

Took the time to look it both on Saturday morning (after shopping) and in the evening with my daughter and
granddaughter - she was able to catch up with her school friends and she really enjoyed it.

When again on Sunday morning and was pleased to see that again many people (including children) where enjoying
themselves there.

Do hope that is one of many ‘parks’ that spring up around Abbotsford - Abbotsford must be more than a driveway

for people coming through to somewhere else - it is where | live and | would like more action on getting rid of the
that traffic.

PS - your web site on the resident letter does not seem to work!
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I <> g mail.com >

Sent: Thursday, 5 November 2015 10:22 AM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: TRIM: Charles and Mollison

Hello,

[ support this project and would like to be kept up to date on the project status.
Thanks,

|
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I > o tmail.com >
Sent: Tuesday, 10 November 2015 9:44 AM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: TRIM: park at the corner of Charles and Mollison st

To the Open Spaces team,

| understand that the issue of the temporary park on the corner of Charles and Mollison st is to be discussed at a
Council meeting tonight. | will be unable to attend this meeting, but wish to convey my upmost support of the plan
and hope that it goes ahead as described to residents. As a resident of |l Abbotsford, | feel that | have been
well informed of this plan and thoroughly consulted in the process. | am upset that it is being derailed in this way,
and hope that this is only a temporary blip in the continued greening of Yarra.

Kind regards, I
—

Abbotsford
]
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Camacho, Nestor

From: I bigpond.net.au >

Sent: Friday, 27 November 2015 5:09 PM

To: mbxOpenSpace

Subject: Trial Park Cnr Mollison St & Charles St - Abbotsford - Submission
Attachments: Yarra Council Park Submission.pdf

Please find attached my submission.
Kind regards

]
I, - b0 s ford
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To — Open Space C/- Yarra City Council 26th November 2015
Submission to Yarra Council

Re: Pocket Park Corner Mollison and Charles Streets

Thank you for inviting, and providing me with the opportunity to make a written submission in regards to the
completed Pocket Park trial on the corners of Mollison & Charles Street.

Opposing a Park is like booing Santa Claus or voting against Motherhood!

While not consistently so, | would like to think that | have been engaged with the process since the first on-site
information day was held by the council way back at the beginning of the year, various correspondence with
Councillors and Council 5taff, the last Council meeting it was mentioned, through the trial period, and to now. |
believe that |, as have many of my neighbours, have with reasonable courtesy addressed our concerns of personal
security and the appropriateness of the park’s proposed location through a variety of forums and methods. | have
found the responses generally underwhelming with a particular unwillingness to directly engage on the issues
raised. Simply saying and repeating statements like — we have completed pocket parks like this elsewhere with nor
problems to residents — simply is poor stakeholder engagement, and shows a complete lack of empathy for a group
of people who you are expecting to embrace a significant change to their immediate environment.

In addition those of us who took Council & Councillors up on their offer to visit these other “successful” sites, found
parks and buildings that certainly did not present themselves with the same architectural challenges that are in
place here in Mollison 5t. | have personally visited the parks in — Docker St, Oxford St, Peel 5t and in recent days
Bell St and Cambridge St, all may have at least one “challenge” that we have here in Mollison St, none have all the
architectural characteristics that make our block so problematic.

Why would of Council not engaged an architect / urban planner / engineer / security specialist to at least provide
an assessment of our “Block” — prior to the trial commencing? Then we would have had a positive place to start
and a position to engage upon, having a meaningful conversation about “our” space and not having to continually
reference someone else’s park.

| can only speak for myself, by saying good luck to Council for trying to find more green spaces, but | shouldn’t be
made to feel like the “Grinch” because | see as problematic the location of a proposed park, and while | certainly
don’t subscribe simply to the “if one park is good two must be better” approach, | would have thought that myself
and close neighbours would have provided your project with a rich vein of local knowledge with which to work with
—ensuring the best possible location of the park and its successful execution. Be it on the record | don’t hate parks!

When is a Park not a Park — When it’s a Road!

The narrow space used for the trial provided some hits and misses, | think you would have to agree, however you
tried to set up the park, people used it as they wanted too —and some of these uses clearly worked and some failed.
| ohserved on a number of occasions parents bringing their toddlers to play and climb on the crates, and on a few
occasions some mothers with babies learning to crawl — the artificial turf and small space seemed ideal for these
activities.

| do believe though that you also demonstrated through the trial that the space was simply inadequate for school
age children (or older) to participate in any activity other than for passive use. The space is simply too small for
older kids to work off their natural built up energy and yes of course running and screaming/yelling go hand in hand
- of course they do. Activities such as “Kick to Kick” are simply unsafe in such a confined space.
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The posting of the “Please keep your noise to a minimum” signs surely was a response to a problem faced by the
residents that you accepted and acknowledged. | would hope that you would agree that was simply an interim
measure and that you have now accepted noise is an issue, and if the Park was to proceed you would need to come
up with a more sustainable and reliable solution or otherwise not proceed at all.

There were other issues the trial shed no light on; as to how you would delineate the space between the residences
and the park, how you would make safe and delineate the roads at each end with the park? It was all too easy for
older children to run past the barricades chasing a ball or evading a “chaser”.

The space is only fit for at best passive use — perhaps like that of King Park in Bell Street. Otherwise it is best suited
for — per its design - to be a road.

A Park is like a Puppy it’s not just for Christmas!

Looking at the “pocket parks” close by to Mollison St, parks such as Studley and Nicholson Sts, these are not well
maintained by anyone’s standard. They regularly have rubbish strewn across them and they certainly do not get
the daily care the trial park was subjected to, as the same rubbish remains there for days. For the most part they
appear not to be frequented by families? Have people voted with their feet and abandoned these parks?

How are these new “pocket parks” setup is it an ordinance / a charter — and most importantly how is the
maintenance funded? Could we expect that in a year or two the maintenance of the park would be downgraded
and that “our” park would look like these other two —and the park then abandoned?

I note that in recent weeks that the Nicholson St park has been using herbicides — certainly | can see why, the grass
is in poor condition, but is that the usual approach — would you be alarmed if you lived in our apartments and
Council was spraying herbicides two metres from your front door?

What bench marking has been or will be done with other local parks as a part of the whole review process?
The End!

| applaud the new love and attention that the residents of our block have been receiving in the last week, including
the regular letterbox drops, invitations like this, and opportunities to meet face to face. So | have to say simply —
thank you! I think | have asked you more questions in this submission than | have made statements — but | hope
they add to your project — | also hope that you are judged not on whether you build a park in Mollison 5t — but
rather that you successfully guide Council in making the right decision for the long term benefit of all residents.

Thank you for your time in reading my submission.

Kind regards

|
I/ - o' Ford 3067
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Mollison Street (looking west)
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